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Above: These two
books are well
worth reading.

Right: Just a sample
of a Pendon scene.

CARDBOARD???

| have just finished reading the late Roye England’s book In
Search of a Dream, The Life and Work of Roye England.
Edited by Stephen Williams and published by Wild Swan Publi-
cations. It is undated, but copies are available on the internet.

Roye England was born in Australia. While in his teens in
the 1920s, he invented a mechanical device for operating a
model railroad automatically and decided to go to England to
patent it. The devise was never made nor marketed, but when
Roye arrived in England, he fell in love with the Vale of the
White Horse, located in the Cotswold area of central south-
west England. He was horrified to see the asphalting over, and
bulldozing under, of the beautiful thatch roof, stone cottages,
farms, and lanes of the area, and began trying to preserve it in
photos and sketches.

Then he decided to someday build a museum with scale
models of the Vale, and this book describes his lifelong work
to produce The Pendon Museum near Oxford.

Irene and | have visited Pendon three times including a
tour by Roye. There is no better modeling, anywhere. It's all
in 4mm scale and | remember looking in the window of a
little cottage and seeing socks drying on the hearth and a tiny
crystal set with earphones on a table. | urge you to Google
Pendon Museum for a series of excellent videos. The cottages
are made from cardboard with hand-scribed bricks and stones,
colored with watercolors. The flowers have separate pedals,
and the ivy on the walls separate leaves. All in 4mm scale.
One cottage has 60,000 hand-cut, painted and weathered
roof slates, installed one by one.

Not all the models were made by Roye, but you have to
audition to be a Pendon builder by building an acceptable
privy. One of the accepted modelbuilders was Chris Pilton,
who wrote a book in 1987 titled Cottage Modelling for Pen-
don (Wild Swan Publications). | see it is still available on the
internet. | have just finished reading Chris’ book and decided
to try some of his techniques on my latest Bodie model of the
McKenzie Brewery with its Lady’s Parlor, drawn by Neil Pfaf-
man, in the January/February 2020 GAZETTE. Seems the
ladies of Bodie preferred to drink their brew alone. But what
kind of card stock would work best? | searched the internet
and found lllustration Boards (#300 lllustration Board). It can
be ordered on Amazon in 9- x 12-inch 3-packs, but is also
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available elsewhere in 5x7, 8x10, 8'2x11, 9x12, and 11x14-
inch 3-packs. | ordered several 3-packs of 9x12 boards from
Amazon. | found this cardboard perfect. The small size is a
virtue on a small work surface. It's about Ys-inch thick, has a
mat finish, light manila colored surface, cuts easily and takes
scribing and paint well. But it is pricy. Three 9x12 pieces cost
around $13.00.

The brewery shown here was made from lllustration Board
except for the trim, sidewalk, porch, and Wild West shakes,
chimneys, and Tichy doors and windows. My brewery is no-
where near a Pendon model, @ am looking forward to try-

ing some scribed-on bricks and s.
Please do look at that Pendon@®™®site, | know it will inspire you.

| could not attend the 42" National Narrow Gauge Con-
vention held at the Murano Hotel in Tacoma, Washington,
September 1-4, 2022; however Dave Adams was there and
graciously provided the following summary:

Robin Peel and the convention committee continued the
tradition of fine conventions to the delight of 550 paid reg-
istrants, spouses and volunteers resulting in the printing of
750 name badges. The format followed past conventions
with a twist in the layout tour times and close of the vendor
room was one hour earlier to help avoid the worst of the au-
tomobile traffic in the area. This worked well, and the group
| was layout touring with visited more layouts than we had in
2012. Even so, with 34 layouts open for tours, it simply was
not possible to see them all.

Five clinic rooms each offered two clinics in the morning
and the evening covering 36 different subjects, with most
clinics being presented twice.

The contest room contained models and photos that
were all excellent, and worth studying. It is truly unfortunate
that the travel climate precluded the room from being filled
to capacity. See the Gallery on page 44 for a listing of the
contest winners and photos of First Place Awards.

The Exhibition Hall hosted 42 vendors and 3 really nice
modular layouts without feeling crowded. The lobby of the

Above: My McKenzie Brewery with Ladies Parlor.

hall hosted the registration desk, the Hangman’s Creek log-
ging railroad, coffee and pastries, and on the last night, an
ice cream social.

The closing meeting was well attended, and the Chair
made sure the committee, the volunteers, layout owners
and clinicians were recognized for their contributions to the
success of the convention. The contest winners were an-
nounced including Best of Show to Brian Block, and Mt.
Albert Scale Lumber made an award to the model they de-
termined to make the best use of scale wood. Inter-Action
Hobbies donated prizes for a drawing, and a number of
people went home with something they did not expect.

The assembled group then heard about future conven-
tion plans from Denver, Pittsburg, St. Louis and a bid from

Above: One of the many clinics at the convention.
Photo by J. Sauer.

Right above: The Moose Creek Lumber display in On30.
Photo by J. Sauer.

Right: The Monson & Sheepscott RR display in On30 and
Mudhens display in HOn3. Photo by J. Sauer.
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the Twin Cities which was readily accepted. Here’s the fu-
ture convention line-up:

2023 — Denver, Colorado, August 30-September 3

2024 — Pittsburg, Pennsylvania

2025 — St. Louis, Missouri

2026 — Twin Cities, Minnesota

2027 — no bid

Linn Moedinger presented an informative “then and
now” slide show on the East Broad Top Railroad, while talk-
ing about what has been accomplished by the new owners
and their future plans.

Robin then made a few closing remarks, pronounced the
convention closed, wished all safe travels and that all could
meet again in Denver.

The 42" NNGC certainly provided for meeting old
friends, making new ones, seeing what is new, viewing in-
spiring models and layouts, learning from clinicians and just
plain conversations with others. Truly the celebration of a
fine fellowship.

If you are interested in a bit more on this convention,
please see the NNGC YouTube channel at: Narrow Gauge
Off the Beaten Track — YouTube and look for the 42nd
National Narrow Gauge wrap up.

| want to thank Greg Wright and anyone else respon-
sible for the surprise 90th birthday card signed by so may
of you at the convention. | am honored and appreciate
your well wishes.

Bot- lBrowm
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Last Run...

x Herb Koenig passed away July 26,
2022. He was 84. Herb helped organize the
very first National Narrow Gauge Conven-
tion in 1981, and he played a major leader-
ship role in the three subsequent St. Louis
conventions. He was a member of the Fri-
day Boomers, the Mudhens and a founding
member of the St. Louis Area Narrow Gaug-
ers (SLANG). Over the years he created a
beautiful narrow gauge empire in his base-
ment which he named the Cordite & Flatriv-
er RR. It depicted the Colorado narrow
gauge in all its glory. His mountain scenery
was simply stunning. His HO/HONn3 layout
was featured in the June 2001, Model Rail-
road Craftsman. Herb was a master crafts-
man and our go-to-guy for all things elec-
tronic. Our condolences to his wife, Reva,
and to his son, Kris. Pete Smith.
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Spline Half for Sub Roadbed
Install quickly with 2" hot glue. 8' coil for $10.00

wWww.pve-snd.com
Precizion Vintage Classics - 9938 257th St Ct E - Graham WA 98338 - 253-875-1684

WWW, monroemodefs us

Our website was so ancient and outdated that it wasn’t

written in JavaScript, it was written in hieroglyphics.
The good news? We pushed our old site inio the ocean
and huilt a new website entirely from scratch...

Easier navigability, more pictures, more content!

Any order over $75 placed before January 1st, 2023
will also receive a small practice kit at no charge

For the very best in fine art architectural miniature Kkits,

Rail
Scale
Models

DD 0 o

Your Source for Model Railroad:
* Craftsman Kits * Custom Scabe Structures
® Laser-Cut Detail hems = Laser-Cutting Services

=]

Huge Selection of 'Windoas, Doors, Shingles, Brick Wall Laminates,
Fences, Ladders, Stair Stringers, Fallets, Crates, and mone!

www.Rail-Scale-Models.com
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EESCALE MODELS

eor onado % Fast Mail Order Service is Our Specialty!!
POSTPAID via MAIL or LIPS
*CREDIT CARDS (iS4, WC.

1544 E. CYPRESS ST. PHOENIX.ARIZONA B5006
Extra). PHONE, E-Mail ORDERS WELCOMED.

PHONE: 602-254-9656

o0 KADEEE QUALITY PRODLUICTS

HOn3 Scalke Head assembled Couplers 2pr £.50
HOn3 3* 7* Archbar Trcks 11.95
HOn3E 4" 6™ Archbar Trecks 11.95
HOn3 A SF. Trucks 11.9%
HOn3 Andrews Trucks 11.9%
HOm3 Betiondori Trucks 11.95
HOn3 Vulcan Trucks 1195
HOm3 Coupler Helght Gaiige §95

HOn3 Brown Couplers unassembled  2pr 3,95
HOm3 Black Couplers unassembled 2pr 395
HOn3 26 Ribbed Wheelsets B sets 995

O RASL LINE (Plastic less ks & couplers)
HOn3 DERGW 30 |dler Flatear Kit 1495
HOn3 DERGW 30 Stock Car Kin 1595

o BUILDERS IN SCALE
{18 Inches Blackened Chain)

250 40 Links Per Inch Chain 4,00
152 27 Links Per Inch Chain 4.00
254 15 Links Per Inch Chain 4,00
240 16 Links Per Inch Chain 4,00
242 14 Links Per Inch Chain 4,00
256 12 Links Per Inch Chain 4.00
24K 20 Links Per Inch Chain 4.0
0 TAMI¥A (1/4" Scale Plastic Kitz)
32565 1940°s Japanese Bulldorer 2350

o BANTA MODEL WORKS (On3/On30)
(Laser Cut Wood Kits)

T Shop Steps (2) 12.00
712 Coal Bins (2) 14.00)
713 Shop Work Bench (2) 12.00
714 Saation Benches (2) 12.00
T15 bess Hall Table and Bench 12.00)
T4 Round Tables (4) 12,00
77 Square Back Chairs (E) 12,00
T8 Bent Back Chairs () 12,00
718 Wood Ladders (5) 1200
720 Square Tables (4) 12,00
21 Weathervane 12,00
722 Rocking Chair (4) 14.00
723 Picnic Tables (2) 12.00
T24 Farmers Gas Powered Table Saw 26,00
725 Pallets (10) 14200
730 Magerials Rack 1400

732 Saw Horse (6) 1200
a CHOOCH
(Flexible Walls — {3 %™ % 13 %™)
B0 Blasted Rock Wall {HOA) 14.50
8604  Blasted Limestone Wall (HOWO) 14,50
8606  Blasted Sandstone Wall (HOAO) 14.50
B368  Mcdium Stonc Sea Wall (HOVD) 14.50
ST Large Sionc Sea Wall (0 14.50

EH0  Dry Stack Blasted Rock Wall (HOVO) 14,50
k544 Dry Stack Fieldstone Rock (HOAD) 14.50

"Your One-Stop Source for Narrow Gauge Supplies”

on orers over $25.00. FOREIGN ORDERS

VSCOVER, AMX) & CHECKS ACCEPTED.
E-Mall: coronadoscalemodi@acl.com

O SANJUAN MODEL C0. (On3)
2007 On3 Code 100 #6 Left Hand Turnout 2405
5008 On3 Code 100 #6 Right Hand Tumowt 2495
02 DERGW Standard "Star” Switchstand (2) 3.93
S04 Code 100 Switch Detail Parts (2 sets) 4.05
3001 Clear Telephone Pole Insulators (36) 4.95

o MAC LEQOD WESTERN 1/4" Scale)
{On3A0n30 Styrene Archbar Trucks, Less Wheels)

T-2 WCMG 4 wh Carter Swing Motion Truck 10000
T-3  WSLC 4'wh Carter Swing Mation Truck 10.00
T-11  WSLC3'7" wh 3 Spring Truck 10.00
T=12 WSLC 3T wh 2 Spring Truck 10000
T-17-1 WSLC 4" wh |-Spring Truck 10,00
T-17-2 WSLC 4 wh 2-Spring Truck 10.00
T-17-2 W5LC 4" wb 3-Spring Truck 10000
T-19  SPNG 4'6" wh Theilson Truck 10,00
3100 S-J On3 Metal Rim 26" Wheels (4 axles)  5.00

F10 5-) On30 Metal Rim 26" Wheels{4 axles) 5.00

a 2023 CALENDARS
Colordo Narrow Gauge (Tidemark) 1595
Murrow Gauge Memories (Sicamscenes) 1595

o BOOKS
“On30 2022 Annual” 2995
"HOn3 2022 Annual” 29.95

“The Shay Locomotive: An [llustrated History™ 99,95
“Timber Thans” (Baldwin Arthculsted Locos) 79,95

NOVEM

SPECIALIZING IN COLORADO NARROW GAUGE
CUSTOM SOUND, BATTERY, AND
RC INSTALLATIONS ARE AVAILABLE

PHone 970-245-5100 1102 Dyer Roao  WHitewater, CO 81527

visitrus sr WWW.RGSRRHOBBIE

FINEST DECALS in
N, HO, §, O, /2" and 1:20.3

Denver & Rio Grande Western Decal Sets
Colorado & Southern Decal Sets
Rio Grande Southern Decal Sets
Southern Pacific Steam Engine Decal Sets
Pacific Electric Steam Engine Decal Sets
Oahu Railway & Land Decal Sets
Denver South Park & Pacific Decal Sets
UTLX & Miscellaneous Decal Sets

SAN JUAN DECALS
8141 North I-70 Frontage Rde Unit 5
Arvada, Colorado 80002
303-284-5072
doug@sanjuanmodelco.com
www.sanjuandecals.com

BER/DECEMBER 2022

BK ENTERPRISES
All rail turnouts, crossings,
curved turnouts, dual gauge,
custom
N scale to G scale

TROUT CREEK
ENGINEERING
Wood freight car kits with
plastic and metal fittings
HO, HONn3, Sn3 and On3

CLASSIC
MINIATURES
Wood and cardstock structures
with plastic and metal fittings
HO, S and O

Coming -
HD Alpine Tunnel Frame Boarding House
HO DLEG Buena Vista Depot
HO Stillwell Oyster Car

For more info please send SSAE
with 3 stamps. SPECIFY SCALE.

Tru-Scale Models, Inc.
12874 County Road 314B
Buena Vista, Colorado 81211-9102
719-395-8076
kt 1 l.com
www.troutcreekeng.co




Dear Bob,

I built both cabooses by Banta
(photo attached). They are nice
models. The short caboose fits over
the Bachmann flatcar minus the stake
pockets. The other caboose fits over
the stake pockets, making it wider! Not
sure why but would have preferred the
narrower version.

First class magazine!

Sincerely,

Jim Bullock
Via email

Editor’s Note: Letters chosen for publication in “The Pigeon Hole” may be edited for length and clarity.

Tﬁ]"

Drull:l Mine

Rotary Dump Ore Car

’ Federal Mine
Scoop Ore Car _ 1R T
’I i

Sanitary Ore Car

www.wildwestmodels.com

P.O.Box 1971 = Englewcod, CO = 80150 ® 303-842-6106 ® sales@wildwestmodels.com ® call for shipping peices
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Dear Bob,

I never imagined writing to you at the GAZETTE. When | first came across the maga-
zine in the 1980s as a teenager, | was in awe of the standard of modelling. At the time |
modelled in HO, then N, now On30. | picked up the March/April 2022 issue at the local
model shop (Trainworld in Melbourne, Australia) last week and, surprise, saw the Craig
Symington, MMR, article regarding a test track, which | was in the process of building a
version myself. | acknowledge Craig’s design, and as a late change adopted his idea of us-
ing a decoder in the unit to be able to drive analog DC locos.

Variations in my design are apparent from the photos, including:

« DCC Concepts alpha panel

+ DCC Concepts alpha meter

- Banana plug connections out
to the test track

+ Revolving test track on‘lazy
susan’ bearing with Bachmann
E-Z Riders (rollers) and KD
height gauges.

- USB interface in the rear
panel.

Itis great to be able to
study a locomotive in motion
but without it moving away
and turn it from side to side
to check things are operating
symmetrically (if they should).

Keep up the great work!

Sincerely,

Rowan Cole
Via email

’ . " [he Rail Facility is offered as thirteen individual kits so you can pick and
McCabe’s choose what is needed for your layoutl. Some of these kits are offered in both
standard and narrow gauge versions, but most kits will work for either.
- | . | AL 4 T'he senies consists of the Two-Stall Engine House, Car Repar .‘ihn]},
l{_f-‘l ]J l‘ Il(_; l l_‘l l ‘ Machine Shop, Water Tank, Derclict Shay, Timber Gantry, Blacksmuth Shop,
Rail Facility Office, Oil Tank, Sand
House, Speeder Shed, Shop Water
Fank, and Crew Quarters.
Al are available now for HO
sy and HOn3 layouts. Some O and
On3/30 versions are in stock and
many others are in development.
These kits consist of laser-cut wood and
" cardstock components & detail castings.

The HO diorama measures
38" x 227 and the standard
gauge version is shown here,

Many more photos at www.btsrr.com

Better Than Scearch! www.btsrr.com

Shipping $5.00 / order in the U.S.
Everywhere else actual amount.

1782 Trinity Rd
Belington, WV 26250
® . @ Phone: 304-823-3729

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022
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Dear Bob,

In regards to your review of
NO-OX in the July/August 2022
GAZETTE, car nuts like me are
familiar with a similar product
called di-electric grease. It's a white
colored cream/paste which has an
effect very similar to the Sanchem
product. Available in multiple
different sizes at any full line auto
parts chain, like AutoZone.

Dear Bob,

Here is a follow up to my letter in the last issue. | did the
NO-OX last winter, so it has been on the track for eight or nine
months without me doing anything despite the Roseville extreme
hot and cold weather, my layout being in the garage and the fact
that I don’t run trains that frequently. No other track cleaner, and
I have tried many, has ever lasted more than a week or two un-
der those conditions. The NO-OX is also keeping good electrical
contact with my HOn3 turnouts which only have manual throws
and rely on the physical contact to make the electrical contact.
No other cleaner has done that, either.

Sincerely, Keep up your great work on the GAZETTE!
Jim McLaughlin Sincerely,
Via email Bert Donlon
Via email
Dear Bob,

Edited by
¥ Bob Warre,
bt Warren gnd the MODEL RAILRDADER
1 Stufd

=i
Rilrspder 4

Dear Bob,

After reading your “New in
Review” in the July/August 2022
GAZETTE, | thought you'd be in-
terested in this, regarding NO-OX.
It's recommended in a book from
1965!

764 Helpful Hints for Model
Railroaders — see tip #7-49, from
the incomparable Linn Westcott.

Sincerely,

Paul Wilfong
Via email

Here is my version of Jim Vail’s little suspension bridge
described in his column “Two Little Bridges”in the September/
October 2011 GAZETTE. The filigreed angle braces are etched
brass pieces | designed on my computer, following a photo of
areal iron bridge. | had these made by PPD Limited (https://
ppdltd.com) as part of a larger custom order. The finials were
3D printed by Shapeways (https://www.shapeways.com) from a
design | created in the free 3D design program, Blender. | cast the
plaster abutments in a simple mold. Other than that, | followed
Jim’s instructions closely. I'm still planning my layout, in between
making structures (my favorite sub-hobby), so the bridge has yet
to find a home.

I really miss Jim’s column. So many neat ideas!

Sincerely,

Sandy Stewart
Via email

GAZETTE



Dear Bob,

Recently on our way to St. Louis from Cincinnati, my wife, Nancy, and
I had a chance to stop in lllinois to see Pete Smith’s Loon Lake layout.
Fortunately, | had read his recent GAZETTE article the week before, so
was well-versed in his waterfront scene, and certainly enjoyed the logging,

mining, and brewing
portions of his layout,
along with the bench
work and fascia design,
which | think was another
GAZETTE article some
time ago.

Pete had asked about
obtaining drawings from
my Reed Bros. Boat-
works model article in the
January/February 2017
GAZETTE, so maybe
we'll see thatin S scale at
some point.

That'’s Pete on the left
and me on the right.

Sincerely,

Sam Swanson
Via email

The Sandy River and
Rangeley Lakes Railroad
and Predecessors

TOWNS OF KINGFIELD,
CARRABASSETT AND BIGELOW

Volume 7 in the series takes a comprehensive look
at the facilities of the Franklin & Megantic, Kinglield
& Dead River, and SRERL railroads in the towns
of Kingfield, Carrabassett and Bigelow. Coverage
includes the depols, lurmtables, water tanks, freight
houses, section houses, enginehouses, coal sheds,
bridges, trestles, and other major structures.
Imdustries and activities associated with the railroads
are presented along with track diagrams and maps.
The Hammaond Field spur and private mill tracks are
included. Featuring nearly 300 photographs, many
af which are pravicusly inpublished,

Price $70.00 + $7.00 shipping and handling
Paypal accopled

STONYBROOK PRESS
4168 Hearthstone Drive, Sarasota, FL 34238

T: 941-882-4516
E: JDEVOS59%aaocl.com

¥ ,...‘“. 2 _u' _}.—_‘P fhor e

ROTATING éTDRAGE RACK

On its own, or fully loaded with Mt. Albert Scale Lumber!

handlaidtrack.com 1-888-252-3895
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Available Now...

FULLMAN SLEEPING CAR

Plan178 — e
Plan 73 e e

mﬁwm%%m

Ralalualunlaalualy {

— W — f—— W ——— W — M —— - —A— — |

Tourist Sleeper . ] slaslzslsslszlalsls i

Coach {
HOR3: $99.95 - 5n3: $139.95-0n3: $1 TB.BS

42' Palace Sleeper

Plan 73A
42" Palace Sleeper

* Ask about our cast brass accurate & WH trucks with 30" wheels...

D&RGW 9600 Pipe Gon
oo _ IS S
= == ”3_______:.i

Leadvilledesigns@gmail.com

On3: $89.95, Sn3 $69.95, HOn3: $44.95

* The 9600 kits are predominantly erched brass with
printed ABS derails. Mo additional weight is needed
and the detail fidelity is excellent,

SP 28' Boxcar

o R

i |11 PR = - S ||| |

On3: $84.95, 5n3 $64.95, HOn3: $44.95

* Ask about our cast brass 5P 4'0° trucks in On3 & Hin3...

cast and etched brass. Please contact for more informarion...

E (819) 329-0273

&4 facetioak

These magpnificent kits comprise laser cut wood, 3D ABS, etched
metal, injected plastic details with full letrering. The correct &
wheelbase trucks with 30" wheels will be available separately in

Leadville Desi s

A boutigque supplier of finescale models
WWW.LeadvilleDesigns.com

Bi-monthly, quality colour magazine,
Narrow Lines, mailed (GBP £36) or
digital (GBP £25); specialist handbooks
on English, Welsh and Irish prototypes;
modelling goods (incl. Peco, Kadee,
Grandt Line, Mt. Albert), sales and
second-hand. Worldwide membership.

© Edwin Iamberr -

Check us out on - ’
nsiagram: #7MMNArrowgaugeassociation « www.7Zmmnga.org.uk
British, American, European & RoW modelling in On30, 1/43 or Va“/foot

The 7mm Narrow Gauge Association

85~FT COASTAL STEAMER

VIC 56

0 SCALE
DRL 0-618

VIC 56 is technically an 85-foot, 120-ton steam coastal lighter or "puffer.”
This term is derived from the earliest canal puffers which, having no condensers,
exhausted their steam into the atmosphere as a railway engine does.
The VIC 56 is now preserved in working order at Chatham Historic Dockyard.

DEERFIELD RIVER LASER

92 PARKVIEW ST., LUDLOW, MA 01056 * (413) 610-0588

ORDER ONLINE » DEERFIELDRIVERLASER.COM

AIN STREE
HERITAGE
M+O+*D<+E®L +S
Seeking Owner/Rights-holder

| am interested in continuing production of these models but have been unable to
locate the current owner/rights-holder. Any information on this matter would be
greatly appreciated. Please contact me at:

Brian@besttrains.com or call: (603) 267.1818. Thank you!

7
0‘0

Sc UPPLIE SNG
Barrels - Screen - PC Ties — Poles
Blackened Cable & Chain - Insulators
Straight & Coiled Wire - Sheet Metal
NMRA Standards Gauges - Plastics

Black Nylon Filament — Window Glass
Model Makers Pins - Eye Bolts & Rings

DRY TRANSFER LETTERING

Shop Online - cloverhouse.com

/89\ Clover House

I—I Box 215V, Veradale, WA 99037-0215

GAZETTE
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F-SCALE |7 2uaesios:
MODEL
TRAIN
PARTS

The Iron Creek Shops is your source for quality, white
metal castings for F-scale Garden Railroad modeling.

This scale was brought about to develop and encourage manufacturing and
modeling in fine scale for the large-scale community both in Standard Gauge
and Marrow Gauge to represent both gauges in large scale like all of the other
smaller scales have done for years.

IRON CREEK SHOPS

F SCALE [

*LAST orrue MEMORIES SERIES*

C&S.. RAILROADERS®
C&Sng RAILROADERS’ PHOTOS PHOTOS, MEMORIES.
MEMORIES & Then Some ALONG THE OLD SOUTH PARK LINE

ALONG THE OLD SOUTH PARK LINE
by Tom and Denise Klinger

Newspaper articles, family interviews and family tape recordings made
by former C&Sng railroaders tell the story of the Old South Park Line.
Family activities along the South Park line take you back in time to 1900- |
1937. C&Sng railroaders cameras capture for you the hazards along the
South Park Line.

There are over 340 b&w photos (most have not previously been used)
plus maps, and paper items in this 240 page, hardback book. Cost $59 + 34 S&H USA

**ALSO AVAILABLE: C&S PLATTE CANON MEMORIES & Then Some**
Denver to Como, Night Hawk Branch, Alma Branch, Breckenridge, Platte Canon Resorts, Fish and Ice Trains,

Scrapping, Hardback, 330 pages, 450 b&w Photos. Cost $65 + $4 S&H USA

**ALSO AVAILABLE: C&S CLEAR CREEK DISTRICT MEMORIES & Then Some **
Denver, Arvada, Golden, Forks Creek, Black Hawk, Central City, Idaho Spgs, Empire, Georgetown and Silver
Plume. Hardback, 240 pages, 315 b&w photos, maps and brochures. Cost $59 + $4 S&H USA

Tom Klinger 11735 W. 38th Ave. Wheat Rridge, CO 80033 Phone: 303-424-6376
www.railroadphotos.com Note if you wish to have your book signed e-mail:choochooklinger@gmail.com

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022 15



New In

Review

-

LENAL) LT -
LAOMT WACIST Tssa

Leadville Designs, 5 Stapledon Cr., Ottawa ON, K2H 9L1,
Canada, www.leadvilledesigns.com sells kits for the 3000
series boxcar as originally built for the Denver & Rio Grande
Railroad in 1903. To my knowledge, this version has not
been offered before. Featuring a simpler air brake system,
end truss rods and wood roof, the car also had less safety
equipment than when rebuilt in the early 1920s when a
metal roof, modern air brake system and added grabs were
applied. I built the HON3 version priced at $44.95 and it is
also offered in Sn3 at $64.95 and On3 at $84.95. All three
less trucks and couplers. If you are not modeling the D&RG
or modeling a later time frame, these cars also found their
way into MOW service or could be lettered for another road.
Since | model the 1949 era, | elected to letter the car for my
own road but generally built it as designed. The kit consists
of laser-cut wooden parts; 3D printed, etched brass and
styrene parts, wire, nylon, and decals. There are two levels
of detail possible with this kit. Every detail can be added
or some details, later hidden, can be omitted. For the first
time, the instructions even note this possibility and provide
guidance on when to do so. As with earlier LD kits, the fit of
the parts is superb and the assembly is precise. There are a
few points of confusion. One example is the styrene custom
cast corner angles, the middle ones of which are to support
the end truss rods. The instructions refer to a diagram and a
process of double-bending them to form the bracket for the
truss rod. | could find no specific diagram other than the car
plan, nor could | figure out the process. | elected just to ap-
ply them as an angle iron, omitting the end truss rods. | was
very impressed by the delicate 3D cast piping attached to
the air brake reservoir and the brake system can be added
quite easily thanks to this.

No timing is suggested for adding couplers or decals

but it is easy to figure out the best stage to do so. | add-
ed Kadee #714 couplers, requiring a slight enlargement of
the end sheathing and Grandt Line D&RGW 3-foot 7-inch
trucks. Note that using the stock kit end buffer blocks and
brass overlay plates will not allow proper operation of the
Kadee couplers. If you wish, modification of the kit parts is
easy to allow full coupler operation by removing the bot-
tom half of each. | applied Hunterline Boxcar Brown stain
(which is not brown) to the body and Floquil Red Oxide for
the metal parts. This replicates the prototype’s slight differ-
ence in color between wood and iron parts when painted
and weathered. The underframe is detailed, adding those
darned turnbuckles to the nylon truss rods is the most chal-
lenging step for me (at least in HOn3). The body is then add-
ed and the interior framing, present in other LD kits, is a nice
feature. | stained mine a light brown wood color and will
permanently park the car adjacent to a loading dock with
an open door to show it being loaded. If made operable,
be sure to add weight to bring it up to the NMRA recom-
mended practice. A jig is provided to form grabs irons, but |
elected to use commercial grabs. | also added four, not two,
stirrup steps, and a few extra grabs. Note both the ends and
roof have grab irons. All the door hardware is present and
adds a lot to the final appearance. The roof and brake staff
and wheel are added last. | used a combination of the kit
decals and my own custom road name decals to letter the
car. The provided decals are very fine quality and apply eas-
ily. They accept decal softening solutions well.

I was pleased with the result. This car joins other kits
available for modelers to model the earlier period more
easily in Colorado and California narrow gauge. | look for-
ward to more releases from Leadyville Designs. Charlie Getz.

/
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Brunel Models, 20 Station Rd., Cheltenham, Victoria, 3192,
Australia, brunelmodels.net sells a few interesting tools. It
would be worth your time to check out their web site. | be-

came aware of Brunel Models after reading Walker Embry’s
excellent article “Corrugated Steel from Tinfoil” in the July
2022 Railroad Model Craftsman. Walker used a tool called a
Corrugated Iron Maker sold by Brunel Models and | just had
to try one, so | placed an order with Brunel and soon had my
Corrugated Iron Maker. This tool consists of a plastic plate
with a scale 3- x 9-foot corrugated section in the middle. You
place a piece of slightly over-size tinfoil over the corruga-
tions and run across it with a spatula-like tool making per-
fect corrugated ridges. Then you trim your corrugated piece
to size. | suggest using small scissors.

The Corrugated Iron Makers come in HO scale, 1:35 scale,
U.S. O (1:48) scale, European O (1:43) scale, N scale, 1:32 scale
and 1:72 scale. My U.S. O scale tool cost $17.50. | also or-
dered a $3.00 package of tin foil so | would be sure of having
the right thickness of foil. That made the bill $20.50. | was
surprised to see the postage was a whopping $20.50, but
what the heck, my tool and foil came by international air in
only 10 days. Bob Brown.

~

-

Berkshire Valley Models, 438 Morgan Woods Dr., Fenton, MO,
63026, 314/401-4005. www.berkshirevalleymodels.com,
latest O scale wagon kit sells for $29.95 and assembles into a
hook and ladder fire wagon. Wagons like these once hauled
the ladders to fires along with long hooked poles used to
pull apart burning material.

The instructions warn that this is a delicate kit and |
agree. It takes some care to assemble. The front and rear
spring assemblies consist of white metal castings that have
to be ACC'd together. The front spring assembly fits on a cast
white metal fifth wheel. The wheels are also white metal.
The frame and superstructure are laser-cut wood and frail.
You do have to bend six bucket hooks and four wires to
hold running boards for the fireman to ride on. Templates
are provided for bending these parts and holes are laser cut
into the frame for these wires so no drilling is necessary. |
assembled my spring assemblies and sprayed them, then
sprayed the body and the wheels. Once | had the wheels on
the axles, | added the spring assemblies to the frame.

I did have trouble with the six water buckets. The instruc-

tions say to drill two holes in dimples in the upper edges of
each bucket. Then use the template provided to bend wire
handles for the bucket handles. This was beyond my skills,
so | bent a U-shaped wire for each bucket, filled a bucket
with ACC and stuck the wire handle down into the ACC.
Crude, but it seemed to work.

The ladders are laser-cut wood including the rungs. A
neat jig is provided for either 24- or 21-inch wide ladders
and they assembled easily.

White metal hooks are provided to ACC to the ends of
wires to make the hooks in the “Hook and Ladder Wagon!
The instructions were clear, and | used them and the photos
to assemble my wagon.

I am pleased with my hook and ladder wagon and hope
Berkshire brings out kits for more horse-drawn fire equip-
ment. Even if you are more modern, one of these wagons
might be in back of your fire house for use in a parade. Bob
Brown.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022
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Wild West Scale Model Builders,
PO. Box 1971, Englewood, Colo-
rado 80150, 303/842-6106, sales@
wildwestmodels,com,  www.wild-
westscalemodels.com sells corru-
gated paper roofing. Way back in
the late 50s Cliff Grandt used to hold
a gathering of narrow gauge model-
ers every fourth Friday of the month.
Cliff had a little corrugator that
would make paper corrugated ma-
terial. One Friday, | came equipped
with strips of paper and spent the
whole evening corrugating a life-
time supply of material. Well, not
really, it soon ran out and | began
using the corrugated paper sold by
Russ Simpson. So, | love paper cor-
rugated material. It is easy to cut,

glue down, and paint will not flake
off it. As my supply began to run out, | decided to try some
of Wild West's paper corrugated roofing. It comesin N, HO, S,
and O scale. | bought some O scale material. Sixteen 11-inch
long, 27-scale-inch wide strips sell for $10.00. The paper is a
nice aluminum color, and one package covers some 30 scale
feet. The strips come in a plastic sleeve with coloring and
weathering instructions. | found the material nice and stiff
so glue trails will not show through it. | am looking forward
to using this corrugated on my next Bodie model.

| also ordered a roll of double face tape sold by Wild
West. It is designed to hold down Wild West's shakes and
corrugated roofing and sells for $12.00 for a ¥2-inch wide by
180-foot long roll. | find it perfect for holding down plastic

windows and doors while spraying them. For years | have
used masking tape for this. | would cut a strip of tape, lay
it on a piece of cardboard sticky side up and tape each end
with small strips of masking tape. It would stick to me and
was sort of like corralling monkeys. So, | decided to try the
Wild West tape. Now | just cut a piece of tape, lay it down
(no monkeys) peel off the backing and have a nice thin, al-
most invisible, strip of adhesive. | stick my parts down and
spray. Of course, you can also use this tape to hold down
your shakes and corrugated roofing. Bob Brown.

Conowingo Models, 440 Mc-
Cauley Rd., Conowingo, MD
21918, Conowingomodels@
yahoo.com, http://conowingo-
models.com sells HO scale kits
for a 24-foot wood tank water car.
The kits sell for $40.00 each less
trucks and couplers. They feature
wood construction with Tichy
details, 3D custom parts, wire
truss rods and a set of Conowin-
go Railroad decals. Trucks and
couplers can be purchased from
Conowingo Models. Bob Brown.

%
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Hangman Creek Diorama Company, 315 W. 30t St., Sioux
Falls, SD 57105, 650/679-5854, jessd3818@yahoo.com sells
a series of O scale kits designed to assemble into detailed
dioramas. Examples include pond boats for pushing logs
around log ponds, a pipe rack, small trestle, blacksmith car,
bridgetender’s shack/tool shed, twin water tanks based on
the Yosemite Valley’s Bagby tank, and the kit | chose to or-
der, a portable Diesel-powered centrifugal pump sled. My
sled kit sells for $65.00 plus $20.00 postage.

The Diesel engine, radiator, and pump come mount-
ed on an angle iron frame as a one-piece 3D print. |
was astounded by this print, all | had to do is add igni-
tion wires, a pipe and paint and weather the print. The
fuel tank is also 3D and | had to bend up two legs from
wire. The wood sled must be cut to length and a strip
wood deck added along with tie rods and
N-B-W castings. There is a white metal kero-
sene can, oil can and wrench, along with
two epoxy coiled hoses and two toolboxes
full of tools and gears. A strip of flat elas-
tic material is also provided. You coil this
around a pencil and ACC it. Then you can
drape the hose around your model. A nice
touch. There is even a little piece of tis-

sue paper for oily rags. The kit also includes some extra strip
wood to strew around and some styrene tube for pipes. A
sheet of 3D pipe elbows and valves is also provided. | had 14
of these plumbing parts left over after detailing my pump
and can use them for future projects. The idea is to assemble
the pump and use it in a detailed diorama, so it has lots of
details.

The instructions come in a 27-page, color, horizontal for-
mat, 8%2- x 11-inch, spiral bound booklet. This booklet dis-
cusses inspiration, modeling philosophy, what’s in the box,
supplies and tools needed, preparing the various parts, and
assembling the pump sled and painting and weathering its
parts. The instructions are really for the novice, but there are
some gems of wisdom to be found. | enjoyed assembling my
portable pump and it makes a nice piece of clutter on my

already cluttered layout. Bob Brown.

-

~

.

Beware: | reviewed an electrical enhancing ma-
terial called NO-OX in the July/August issue.
After applying it, | noticed my layout began
shorting. | thought it might be a closed gap, so
I ran a razor blade through all my gaps and my
layout stopped shorting. Then | realized that
the NO-OX, due to its Vaseline like consistency,
may have shorted across one of my gaps. So be
careful when rubbing NO-OX on and off your
track. Bob Brown.

Eric Bracher has sold Rio Grande Models to Craig Tribuzi. The kits
that Rio Grande Models produced are starting to become avail-
able on the new www.RioGrandeModels.com website as soon as
they can be produced. The sale includes the rubber molds, cast-
ing equipment and supplies to make the fine scale kits that Rio
Grande Models is known for. Eric continues to remain active as a
consultant to ensure that the quality of the kits he produced con-
tinues. Craig has also completed the Simpson Models website. Go
to www.simpsonmodels.com for more details. Bob Brown.
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What We Do:

The foundation supports the efforts of
Narrow Gauge Preservation projects
throughout the United States.We create
interactive exhibits with interactive vid-
eo presentations and models as well as
dioramas, photographs and other graphics
to explain the significance of the Narrow
Gauge railroading experience. In addition,
we preserve prominent narrow gauge
model collections, books and important
art pieces depicting narrow gauge scenes.

What You Can Do:
Join Us!

It’s What
We Do!

Join the Narrow Gauge
Preservation Foundation.
Help us preserve & protect narrow

gauge history and equipment

Membership is only $45 per year and

includes an occasional newsletter and a

free DVD of train action on the C&TS. We

A == accept PayPal, major credit cards, checks
Jeff Taylor Photo or money orders in US funds.

ﬁ Make payable to: NGPF
P.O. Box 105741 pay
war"ﬂw Jefferson City MO 65110-5741

i’naslsggoq Phone number: 573-619-8532
FOUNDATION E-mail: execdirector@thengpf.org

NARROW GAUGE & INDUSTRIAL == v

oy S
The home of the REVIEW and RCL Publications "

WDLR COMPANION
w The magazine that builds into a narrow gauge encyclopedia — modelling and prototype.

Two or more scale drawings every issue, plus articles and product reviews (all scale and
gauge combinations) written by experts. 56 pages, published quarterly, high quality
content and production, colour throughout.

Subscriptions: UK £23.50 — EU £33.00 — World £45.00  Narrow Gauge & Industrial

Visit the website for REVIEW Extras, search the REVIEW index,  Dovan Teo 4 8P Urhed Kingdom

purchase subscriptions, back issues and RCL Publications Books

admin@narrowgaugeandindustrial.co.uk
WE HAVE MOVED - NOTE NEW ADDRESS

L

www.narrowgaugeandindustrial.co.uk
P .
~Thinfili o:cs) | §ATTVER

Mill & Lumber (C2

Kappler has been supplyving quality scale
A | in'il'lﬂetuls.:nm lumber to movice and professional scratch
builders alike for over 35 years,

All of our products are milled to +/« 0.003"
from the finest Basswood or Pine available,
With ower 5000 items and a full range of
custom milling available, we can fill all
vour lumber needs in scale, inch or metric
slLes

). Box 70323 Phone: 888.811.1011

gena, CA 9] 11 7 v w. kapplerusa.com

e-mail: office@kapplerusa.com

CONOWINGOMODELS.COM
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WANTED!

SN3 ENTHUSIASTS

FOR THE

2023 SN3 SYMPosIUM IR

'.'-1i'|r:‘ L3|::r|.|'..1rr._x 1
MARCH 30 THRU APRIL 15T, 2023

?“‘ ?

To be held in historical Virginia Citg, Nevada, home of:

- The Comstock Lode, V & T Railroad, old mines and mills, Victorian homes, etc.

'f;‘r Clinics T —
? Vendor Room To Flzgis;er: ;

SV & T RR Shop Tour i
3 Nevada State Railroad Museum
g} Mining Mill Tours

g} Small exclusive venue 1

. Sponsored in part by your friends at PBL and Inyo Sales

For more info:
20235n35ymposium@gmail.com
530-277-5746 (and leave message) § |

—]

—_—

4 N

0 scale 315¢ Ennual

S Scale Model

Narrow

" Gauge Train Show
May 25-27, 2023

HYATT REGENCY HOTEL Santa Clara, California

Manufacturers' Tables 200 Table Swap Meet Silent Auction
Many Home Layouts Open Onsite Layouts White Elephant Sale
Model & Photo Contests Clinics

Discounted Registration Before 31 January, 2023

. B ; ;
Questions? info@oscalewest.com ﬁ Regigter Online! oscalewest.com
\ — J
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Backgroundp
While my HOn3 Silverton Northern

Railroad (SN) has already celebrated its
25th Anniversary, | really started model-
ling narrow gauge in the early 1980s. | was
happy building an HO short line layout
until | attended a presentation in Sydney
by Malcolm Furlow on Colorado narrow
gauge railroads and his Rio Chama RR. | be-
came hooked and immediately purchased
an HON3 locomotive and some freight car
kits.

| had no prototype in mind at first,
but an article about the extension of the
Silverton Railroad to Ouray, and then the
purchase of a copy of The Rainbow Route
resulted in a layout modelling Silverton,
the Silverton RR and the Silverton North-
ern. Shortly after, | also became a member

Title photo opposite:
Double header crossing
Rio Animas after leaving
Ironton.

Right: Number 278
switching Eureka Yard.

Below: Number 278
switches concentrate
loaded boxcars at the
Sunnyside Mill in Eureka.

of the San Juan County Historical Society,
which has proved a great decision as the
folks there have provided so much great
information and assistance over the years.

My first layout lasted about 10 years.
The second, started in 1994, was built in a
20- x 12-foot shed on two levels joined by
a 2% turn helix. It had a generic Silverton,
Burro Bridge, Red Mountain, and Ouray on
the lower level, while the SN was the up-
per level with Howardsville, Eureka and
Animas Forks. The helix also hid a 3-track
storage yard for the lower level which rep-
resented either Durango or Ridgway.

The layout plans changed in 2004 when
| attended the Santa Clara National Narrow
Gauge Convention and then visited Silver-
ton. | was just so taken by the scenery, the
ambience and character of Silverton that |
decided then and there that | had to model
Silverton as it looked in 1941.

As soon as | got home, the helix and
Ouray sections were removed, the Sil-
verton area was enlarged, and track was
re-laid so when | was finished | had what
is the current SN. It still had the same two
levels and basic configuration as the previ-
ous layout, except the two levels were now
connected by a 4 percent grade commenc-
ing at Ironton.

This re-build led to three major out-
comes. Firstly, | got to research and
scratchbuild all those buildings in Silver-
ton, and secondly, the sceniced areas on
the layout were greatly increased.

However, in my excitement to complete
these changes, | forgot about the replace-
ment hidden staging area, and unfortu-
nately my bench work construction meth-
ods meant | couldn’t include one without
another major re-build. That moment of

(text continued on page 26)
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Above: Number 278 simmers
at Animas Forks while the crew
takes a break.

Right: Number 318 being turned
before switching the Gold Prince
Mill in Animas Forks.

Above: Overall view of the Silverton Northern with the builder/author.




(text continued from page 23)

forgetfulness still hasn't been resolved!
Since my SN, while setin 1941, does not

strictly follow the prototype, | feel it can

best be described as freelanced prototype.

My philosophy is that while some scenes
may not be quite correct for 1941, they are
generally based on a prototype from an
earlier period or come from another loca-
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Din il

tion in the Silverton area.

The main example of this philosophy is
that since the SN tracks were in place and
scrap trains ran in 1942, the SN could have
been operating in 1941 if history had been
different.

Other examples of this philosophy are
that the Sunnyside Mill in Eureka is the pre-
1917 wooden mill, the tracks to Animas

'm.ﬂ.. Tl

P

Above: The Gold Prince Mill
at Animas Forks.

Left: Number 318 will
switch the Gold Prince
Mill in Animas Forks
after being turned.

Forks are still in use, and the towns of Eu-
reka, Animas Forks, Red Mountain, Ironton,
and Albany are bustling little communities
and definitely not the near ghost towns
they were in 1941. Furthermore, visitors
notice that Albany looks a lot like Ophir,
on the Rio Grande Southern RR, that the
Shavano still runs from Salida to Durango
through Silverton, and that my Ironton is

GAZETTE



Above: The Shavano arriving in Silverton.

Left: Overview of Silverton with Eureka above.

the fictional junction for the D&RGW and
Silverton Northern.

Layout Construction

The SN is basic and is operated by two
DC hand-held throttles with five plug in
points, so | can follow trains around the
layout on both levels. The track is Shinoha-
ra code 70 flex track with #4 and #6 turn-
outs. Slide switches located on the edge of
the layout are used to manually throw the
turnouts and to route power.

In building a double deck layout, | de-
cided to keep the upper deck as narrow as
possible, both to eliminate shadows and
to avoid compromising the lower-level
scenes. As a result, the top shelf varies be-
tween 8- and 12-inches, with Eureka being
modelled in a corner to offer maximum
space for track and structures. The SN also
features prototypical 2, 3 and 4 percent
grades resulting from elevation changes
included in the design, with Albany at
43-inches the lowest point, and Animas
Forks at 60-inches the highest point of the
layout. Lighting is provided by fluorescent
tubes and LED strips mounted under the
upper deck.

Scenery on the SN is a mix of hard-shell,
plaster impregnated gauze on cardboard
lattice, and carved sheet Styrofoam. Plaster
rock castings, shale pieces, crushed sand-
stone, decomposed granite, kitty litter and
ground foam from many different manufac-

e ;;‘.:_-_,_.r' i ._.!.L. - e
k- .u’."."ﬁ:t'}{;@;*;? .
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turers cover those base surfaces.

There are 1500 trees on the layout,
mainly the pines that form scene blocks or
that run along the backdrops to give the il-
lusion of more depth to the narrow shelves.
Several Aspen groves have been included
to establish the early Fall setting. The back-
drops are based largely on photos of the
area and given my basic artistic skills, | am
reasonably pleased with the outcomes.

There are more than 150 structures on
the layout, and of those 100 have been
scratchbuilt. Most scratchbuilt structures
are layout models built from photos, draw-
ings or plans to capture the look of the
prototype, but in many cases modified to
fit the available space.

Most of the kit-built structures are in the
downtown area of Silverton and were used
because they have a resemblance to build-
ings in Silverton. Most of my structures are
built on a styrene sheet base, both for ease
of adding scenery and for ease of removal,
if | decide to change a scene. One strong
influence on the structures of the SN has
been Anvil Mountain Models. Lowell Ross,
an SN modeler, who owned the company,
very generously shared some of his re-
search with me, and that led to upgrades
to several of my models and so there are
12 structures on the SN that have been
either built from, or inspired by, AMM Kkits.

The SN has a stable of D&RGW locomo-
tives — a K-28, three K-27s, a C-25, three
C-19s, a C-18 and two C-16s, all of which,
except one (K-27 #460), operated on the
Silverton branch in the 1930-40s period.
The rolling stock roster is around 100 cars,
again mostly D&RGW but including about
a dozen SN and RGS cars. The rolling stock
is largely kit or scratchbuilt, with just 10
Blackstone Models cars in the roster.

i
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Above: Silverton enginehouse area with
numbers 278 and 268 switching.

Left: Number 375 Leaves Silverton
engine servicing area.



Right: Extra 343 heading

to Albany while Silverton
Northern passenger train from
Albany crosses the trestle on
the author’s HOn3 Silverton
Northern.

Below: Stock train
leaving Albany ready to
attack the grade ahead.
Note how the author’s

scene resembles Ophir.

Whilst trains on the SN have a pro-
totype look, the reality is that in the era |
model, the D&RGW Silverton mixed only
ran once or twice a week and the SN only
ran as required.

With this limited prototype operation
and given there is no hidden staging that
can be used as an off the layout destina-
tion, | don't really have much scope for
scheduled operations, and in fact, | have
never operated my SN, as such.

Future Plans

My philosophy in building the SN has
always been to give a scene a basic layer of
structures and scenery and move on, com-

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022

ing back to change or enhance scenes bit
by bit.

So, while the SN is nearing “comple-
tion,” there is always more internet infor-
mation becoming available and so plenty
of project ideas to refresh the SN.

Future projects are replacing generic
buildings in Silverton with Colorado pro-
totypes, re-building part of the Red Moun-
tain scene with structures from Hermosa
and replacing the generic enginehouse in
Silverton with the 2 stall D&RGW round-
house that existed until 1937.

It goes without saying that | will even-
tually find a way to include a staging yard
without needing another rebuild — that
would be the icing on the cake!

So, afterajourney of 35 years, | am more

than happy with my efforts, and know
| still have years of enjoyment ahead.
Sure, while | wish | had done some things
differently, the SN gives me a great deal of
pleasure just watching trains run through
the San Juan Mountains into Silverton.

Finally, I'd like to thank Keith McCarron
for his photography skills that have so en-
hanced the look of the SN. x
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A TALE OF COLLABORATION

AN INTERESTING IDEA

Like most modeling projects, this one
started with a great idea, albeit a little
crazy seeming. The two of us have been
friends and chatting all-things White Pass
and modeling for some time now, always
brainstorming projects and solving mod-
eling challenges. The White Pass is one of
those roads that isn’t the easiest to model
due to the lack of available models and
parts. One Diesel locomotive prototype
that we've talked about is #81 which was
likely better known as U.S. Army #3000. As
far as we knew it would need to be a com-
plete scratchbuild project, at least until
one slightly crazy idea was floated. This is
the tale of two locomotive models, built on
the same premise at the same time, but on
different sides of the country and with dif-
ferent stories.

Both Rob and I model the White Pass &
Yukon Route in HOn3. My (Mike) layout has
graced the pages of the HOn3 Annual, the
GAZETTE, and Great Model Railroads 2021.
Rob’s layout is set in 1983, a year after the
prototype shut down. His layout is only a
few years old and still under construction,
but is set to represent the White Pass circa
1955 to 1975. Both of our layouts have tak-

30

en modeler’s license on different aspects of
the prototype which relate to the different
takes on this locomotive.

LOCOMOTIVE #81'S HISTORY

In the mid 1950s, the United States
Army approached several locomotive
builders for experimental Diesels for pos-
sible foreign service. One such result was
the U.S. Army Transportation Corps #3000
built by General Electric in 1957 and pow-
ered by an Alco 251 16 Diesel. This loco-
motive had the ability to operate on rail
gauges of 42-inches, 39-inches (meter), or
36-inches by moving the wheels on one
side in or out as needed. The locomotive
was centered when configured for meter
gauge track, but was slightly off balance
when gauged for 36- or 42-inch gauge.
Not necessarily an attractive locomotive, it
could best be described as unique.

Specifications for this locomotive in-
cluded several unique features for foreign
service such as it's low height and narrow
width, with a relatively high clearance
over the track using 40-inch diameter
wheels. The unit was built for extreme cold
weather conditions and could be started
without external help at temperatures

by Mike May with Robert Bell Photos as noted

down to -50 degrees Fahrenheit due to
special low temperature batteries. Other
unique features included double-paned,
insulated heated windows, and blind cen-
ter wheels on the six-wheel trucks.

Number 3000 had slightly more trac-
tive effort than a D&RGW K-37, at 38,000
Ibs., and the locomotive was tested on the
Denver & Rio Grande Western in Durango,
Colorado, until 1960. It was then stored
until 1973 when the Army sold it back to
G.E., who in turn sold it to the White Pass
& Yukon Route in southeast Alaska where
it became their #81 in the fall of 1973; the
second locomotive to carry this number
on the White Pass. The White Pass was
a very busy, modern narrow gauge rail-
road at the time, and thus they needed a
switcher for the Skagway end of the rail-
road. They had started to dieselize in 1954,
and this slightly used engine must have
seemed like a good deal.

The White Pass crews like the earlier
D&RGW crews, complained about the vis-
ibility over the long hood of the locomo-
tive and the cramped cab. So the shop in-
stalled bay windows, and later they raised
the roof making the Diesel even odder
looking. Wider walkways and full length
handrails were also added. According to
John Stutz, #81 was in a dead line behind
the shops by October 1978, and according

GAZETTE



to Bryan Saul it was shipped to Bandegua
(@ Guatemalan subsidiary of Del Monte
Foods) in 1979 where it became their #314.
Reportedly it was scrapped by 2006.

THE AUSTRALIAN CONNECTION

As such a unique prototype, no mod-
els of this locomotive have been produced
commercially. On an unrelated internet

Title photo opposite:

Rob Bell’s White Pass & Yukon Route
#81 drags a ballast train upgrade at
Clifton, Alaska, on his layout. The loco-
motive was formerly, and likely, better
known as United States Army Number
3000, an experimental export Diesel
locomotive that was tested extensively
in Durango, Colorado, on the D&RGW.
Photo by Rob Bell.

Below: The prototype White Pass & Yukon
Route #81 sitting near the Skagway shops
in the summer of 1977. Photo by Bryan
Saul, Rob Bell collection.

search one day, Rob ran across HO scale
models of another unique narrow gauge
Diesel locomotive, Australia’s Queensland
Railway class 1720. The similarities to
#81 were immediately apparent. The
Queensland Railway is a 42-inch narrow
gauge railroad that had 56 class 1720 lo-
comotives built between 1966 and 1970,
powered by EMD 645s. The model of this
prototype is actually an HOn3.5 model
made to run on 12mm gauge track by
the Australian manufacturer Wuiske (pro-
nounced Whiskey) Models. Their website is
www.wuiskemodels.com and they have
a Facebook page as well.

With an idea to convert one of these
models into a recognizable model of the
81, more research and general proportion
estimates began. Information is scarce
for the 81, the main reference material be-
ing an article by Ed Cass in the magazine
Short and Narrow Rails issue 48. Additional
photographs were also provided by Bryan
Saul, John Stutz, and a few others.

Rob purchased his 1720 class model
on eBay and ordered it, but they can be
ordered directly from Wuiske, where | ac-
quired mine. These locomotives retail for
$295.00 AUD (Australian Dollars), which at

the time came out to about $200.00 USD
plus shipping.

So how does a 1720 compare to the real
817 Well, #81 is 38-feet 1-inch long com-
pared to 44-feet for the 1720. The model'’s
37-inch diameter wheels and unequal axle
spacing on the trucks were close. Cab and
hood heights also compared favorably.

REGAUGING THE AUSSIE MODEL

The Wuiske 1720 class is very easy to
regauge to HONn3. To do so, first remove
the gearbox cover plate from each truck
with the six clips molded onto the plate.
Cut off the lip on the outside of the plate
with a sharp blade, leaving the side clips
to reinstall the cover plate. Using a razor
saw to cut vertically next to these clips
makes quick work of this. Then remove the
wheelsets and press each wheel further
in on its axle. Using a piece of steel and a
small ball peen hammer, the wheels can be
tapped in on the axles, but be careful that
the wheel only moves about 0.030-inch in
and stays true to the axle. Check the gauge
with an NMRA standards gauge. Reinstall
wheelsets, snap the cover plates back on

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022
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and test run. On Rob’s, the wheels were
pushed slightly more to one side to rep-
licate the slight “off-balance” look of the
prototype.

DECODER AND SOUND

We both used a SoundTraxx Tsunami Il
Alco sound decoder, using the 25116 prime
mover option (Alco 251c.i.d., Inline 6-cyl-
inder). The models are DCC ready with
an NMRA 8-pin plug and provisions for
speaker mounting. There is even a groove
for the speaker wires to be routed on the
chassis. Both of us used a modified iPhone
5 speaker hidden in the fuel tank, and
TCS KA-4 Keep Alives. Each of our models
used different mounting choices for the

DCC equipment though. Rob mounted his
Keep Alive to the underside of the long
hood directly behind the light board us-
ing Loctite’s Go 2 Glue. This puts the Keep
Alive above the truck gearing and out of
the way. | mounted my Keep Alive to the
top of the front truck gearbox with epoxy.
Both models had their metal frames milled
out slightly to hold the decoder above this
same truck. Keep in mind that there is sur-
prisingly little room under the body shell
for any extras.

BODY MODIFICATIONS

We took different approaches to the
body modifications due to our differing
layout timeframes and individual model-

Above: The stock Wuiske Models
1720 Class locomotive is a sharp
looking RTR model and the com-
parisons to #81 are very apparent.
Photo by Mike May.

Below: This is the completed chassis
of Mike’s model with the DCC com-
ponents installed. The Keep Alive is
mounted on top of the gearbox so
that when the shell of the locomo-
tive is removed, no wires are left
connected between the shell and
the frame. Photo by Mike May.
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ing license. If you are not modeling
the White Pass, you have even more
freedom to make more or less modi-
fications.

Both of us started by removing
most of the separately applied de-
tails and removing the paint. Do not
try paint removers as none that were
attempted touched the Wuiske paint
without leaving the body immersed
far beyond the recommended time
for plastic. Instead, use an air eraser
with aluminum oxide to strip the
paint, you will be happier — trust us.

Once the body was lacking paint
and details, the fun began. Both of us
added styrene to “beef up” the frame.
| used .125-inch C-channels and Rob
used 0.080- x 0.188-inch styrene
strips. The fuel tank was also short-
ened in height and a pair of main
reservoir tanks were added below it. |
came up with the idea of using a den-
tal scraper to remove the ridges from
the sides of the Aussie cab, and Rob
took this technique to the extreme
and removed every ridge from the
cab and the body. He also used this
same tool to remove all of the mold-
ed-on detail from the end beams.

THE LONG HOOD

| cut out some of the side doors
from the front of the long hood and

\

Above: The fuel tank on the 1720 class locomo-
tive was too large as compared to the #81. Mike
shortened its height and built a new bottom from
styrene. Main reservoir air tanks were also added
below it like the prototype. Photo by Mike May.

/7

Below: Here the long hood and cab of
Mike’s model are completed and ready
for paint. Photo by Mike May.

\ S

Above: Rob’s detailed end beam showing the
scratchbuilt polling pockets with N-B-W castings,
lift rings, uncoupling lever, hand grab irons, M.U.
connection, foot boards with brass bolts, and a
brass air hose. Photo by Rob Bell.

replaced them with radiator grills,
and used Tichy plastic handrails for
the long handrails that are not on
the Aussie model. Rob also used the
Tichy handrails, but he cut off the
plastic handrails and carefully drilled
each with a #80 drill and used 0.010-
inch music wire for the handrails. Rob
used sheet styrene to fill in the air in-
let openings on both sides, and made
new doors for another section closer
to the cab where the ribs had been
removed. Bits of 0.020-inch styrene
rod were used to simulate the hinges
on these new doors. The latches were
carefully sliced off of the doors at the
very front and then glued in place on
these new doors. Both sides of the
front were filled and/or sanded as
needed for the new radiator shutters
and framing closer to the prototype
0.020-inches. V-groove styrene with
0.050-inch spacing was used to simu-
late the radiator shutters, and Y32-inch
brass angle was used to make the
frame.

ROB’S COUPLER MOUNTS

The prototype could have the cou-
plers mounted at several heights from
22% up to 36-inches, and the model
needed a better way to simulate the
space above and below the proto-
type’s coupler. Rob came up with a
method that effectively simulates
this. First the coupler mounting screw
holes were drilled out on the locomo-
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tive frame with a #46 (0.080-inch) drill bit.
Next, Rob bored out a piece of 0.125-inch
(1/8") styrene tube to a depth of about .25-
inch with the same #46 (0.080-inch) drill
bit and then cut the tube into two lengths
of about 0.090-inch each. Then cut two
approximately .25-inch lengths of 0.080-
inch diameter styrene rod, and glued one
of these into each tube; making a pair of
what looked like “Battleship” game pegs.
A #56 hole was carefully drilled in the cen-
ter of the large end of each “peg” for a Ka-
dee 714 mounting screw, or you could drill
and tap for an 0-80 machine screw. The
small end needs to be carefully sanded or
filed just a little so that it fits snugly but is
removable because the height of the big
end may need to be adjusted. With the
locomotive reassembled and on the track,
the coupler height can be checked and
adjusted as needed by trimming the large
end of the peg. This took three or four tries
and only ended up messing up one peg
that required starting over! The Kadee 714
HON3 couplers were then installed, but
still needed to have the rear portion of
their boxes trimmed off to clear the loco-
motive’s trucks.

CAB CHANGES

To replicate the distinctive raised cab
roof, | cut a rectangular hole in the exist-
ing cab roof and the addition was built
with sheet styrene cemented together.
The seams were sanded to a slight radius
to simulate the welded construction. Rob
made his in the same way, but did not cut
a hole in the roof, instead opting to sand
the lower portion of the extension to the
cab roof radii and cemented it in place.
Rob also meticulously planned and milled
out new lower windows on the rear of the
cab. New window edges were formed
from Tichy phosphor-bronze wire, bent
and glued to edges of these new window
openings with CA.

LIGHTING BOARD UPDATES

The model’s lights are all LEDs mount-
ed to two circuit boards, one in the roof
of the cab and the other at the end of the
long hood. There are individual LEDs for
the four class lights, four number boards,
and the headlight and backup light. All of
them looked too yellow, so on both of our
models they were replaced with golden
white LEDs of the same size. The factory
wiring was also a little odd to us as the
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headlight/backup light function would
also illuminate the class lights on that end
of the locomotive, but there was a separate
decoder function for the number boards.
With a few cut traces on the circuit boards
and the addition of a few jumper wires we
got that changed around so that the num-
ber boards illuminated with the headlights
and all four class lights were now together
on another function. Each board required
swapping the two function wires, a simple
task. The slightly more challenging change
was the traces. The long hood board re-
quired the trace below the headlight LED
to be cut with a sharp knife. Then a jumper
wire was soldered in place from the hole
in the board by the “H” to the left side of

the headlight LED. On the cab board, the
trace below the backup light was cut and
the bottom of the three center LEDs were
jumpered together. Like the long hood
board, the two function wires had to be
swapped as well.

PAINT AND DECALS

The prototype #81 wore the classic
White Pass Rodeo Yellow and Alhambra
Green paint scheme during its time in
Alaska. Since Rob was modeling the loco-
motive as it appeared on the railroad, he
painted his model in that scheme using

Above: The “Battle-

ship” peg with a cou-
pler is ready to mount
to the body. The peg is
a simple friction press
fit. Styrene strip was
used to narrow the
frame’s pocket width
to better accept the
Kadee #714 couplers,
which have also been
shortened so they
won't interfere with
the trucks. Photo by
Rob Bell.

Left: The molding
around the new lower
windows on Rob’s
model was simulated
with Tichy phosphor-
bronze wire glued in
place with ACC. Photo
by Rob Bell.

GAZETTE



Floquil BN Green and Reefer Yellow, light-
ened a touch with white. The decals were
made by me to Rob’s specified height
and printed by Draw Decals. Apple Barrel
Brown Oxide craft paint and a tiny brush
were used to paint the red primer in the
approximate pattern the real #81 had after
the White Pass added the wider walkways
and long hood handrails. Rob weathered
his model with Pan Pastel powders using
photos of the prototype as a guide.

My model was painted in the solid blue
Federal Industries scheme that the White
Pass used in the last few years before the
railroad closed in 1982, even though #81
was never dressed in this scheme. Tru-Col-
or GTW Blue is a very close match to the
prototype blue. Decals are a combination
of Republic Locomotive Works and some

Above: The circuit boards for the lighting on each end of the locomotive took some reworking Below: The right side of Rob’s version of #81
to get the lights to behave how we wanted them to. This diagram shows where board traces ready for paint. The cab roof vent was made

were cut and where jumps were added. Photo by Mike May.

from bits of styrene rod. Photo by Rob Bell.

Right: The fire-
man’s side of
#81 on Rob's
Skagway wharf.
The “White
Pass” lettering
was custom de-
signed by Mike
to Rob's speci-
fications. The
“Safety”logo

on the access
door below the
cabisaCDS dry
transfer applied
to clear decal
paper and then
applied to the
model. Photo by
Rob Bell.
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Above: Fresh from the paint and weath-
ering booth, Mike's #81 is ready for

service on his layout. This model is eler across the country made it that much
certainly proto-freelanced but captures more interesting and enjoyable. Some-
the essence of the prototype, especially times it was the technical discussions of
had it stayed in service longer. Photo by how to make something work, and other
Mike May. times just the fun of tossing ideas around.

Many of us have been inspired by con-

struction articles to build an identical or

o variation of a project that another of us in
custom ones again printed by Draw De-  the modeling community has done, but
cals. | weathered my model with Tru-Color  t5 work at the same time was certainly

paint washes, pan pastels, and airbrush-  something that I think we'll both be doing

ing. again. x

COLLABORATION

Building a representation of this un-
usual locomotive would have been a great
project under any circumstances, but to
collaborate in real time with another mod-

La Belle

ILVER STREAK

. i LaBelle Woodworking Company
PPW-A Line - 3 5101 Ridge Road . Cheyenne, WY 82009
\_ Call: 307-433-9909 Toll Free: 866-246-9967

Ye Oloe Auff & JPuif,

STEWART MODELS

MAINLINE MODELS

watch our wehsite as new kits hecome
available at www.labellemodels.com

A Mlothing és as good as wood” ),

J

“Your East Texas Train Store"
Mh«anﬁ, T EEel—— -
903-489-2646

www.harrishobbies.com
email: jack@harrishobbies.com

WE BUY HOn3
WE STOCK STANDARD - HOn3

AND DUAL GAUGE TRACK
DECODER INSTALLATIONS
CHECK OUT OUR PRICES

ON KITS AND WOODLAMD SCENICS
FIGURES & BUILT AND READY
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Berkshire
Valley Models
The Tell House

Based on an actual
house. Laser cut wood

kit.

#2022 HO Scale 52995
2-1/4" x 3-1/4"
#3000 S Scale  $39.95
Y x4-12"

#875 O Scale 54995
47 % 6

438 Morgan Woods Dr.
Fenton, MO 63026
314-401-4005

berkshirevalleymodels.com

ARCHER IS CLOSING
FOREVER

SAD BUT TRUE. After over 32 years serving

the model building community we are closing

up shop. All remaining inventory will be sold,
first come, first served.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR MORE INFORMATION

archertransfers.com

TamValleyDepot.com

Dual
Frog Juicer

Automatic DCC Polarity Reverser
can be used to:

-

Power Two Frogs -
Crossovers
Crossings i i
Automatic Reverser for
Turntables
Wyes, Loops
Circuit Breaker

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022

L Use with 2-10 Amp Systems " o J ‘

SCHAAKE MACHINEWORKS

Kit HO-3011

www.interactionhobbies.com

E¥ JAY COHEN

777 S Federal Hwy RP 714
Pompano Beach FL 33062
e-mail: Jay@JaysTrains.com
Phone 954+941-5990
FREE catalog or to place an order call:

800+932-8221 [10am-8:30pm Eastern]
We accept all major credit cards. Please make
check/money order payable to JAY COHEN.

Check out our 8000+ item online catalog:
http://www. jaystrains.com

LOGGING & SAWMILL KITS

" 4 Assorted Log
'/ Camp Cars (less Trucks)

S Scale — $142
O Scale - $178

N Scale — $84
HO Scale - $100

S Scale Yarder or
Loader Steam Donkey

N Scale Willamette
Loader or Yarder

Donkey $52 each . $213 each
HO Scale "-II O Scale Yarder
Willamette N or Loader
Loader or Steam Donkey
Yarder Donkey  * | $232 each
$72 each i"

Spar Tree
N - $37
HO - $44
S - $62

Pile Driver
N - $52
HO - $72
S-$213
0 - $232

(4) Sawmill Buildings

NEW N Scale - $61 \
NEW S Scale — $132

HO - $83

0-$210 l-".'“ |

Steam Sawmill
w/Planer
N - $71
HO - $101
S - $200

HO/0O/N/S KMP MODELS
Wood Kits w/White Metal Details

U.S. Shipping: $9.95 (Foreign Actual Cost)
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Below: Colorado & Northwestern #2,

a one-of-a-kind narrow gauge 3-truck
Climax, somewhere between Boulder,
Colorado, and Ward, Colorado. The
shop number of this locomotive was
#167. Photo was most likely taken in
1898 as the locomotive arrived in
Colorado in late December or early
January and was sold to the Pacific
Contract Co. in January 1899.
Photographer unknown, Bruce Pryor
collection.

LOCOMOTIVES OF THE
WHITE PASS & YUKON ROUTE

Part 5: The Climax of the Story

by Rob Bell

The White Pass & Yukon Route was
built to serve the gold seekers of the Klon-
dike Gold Rush of the late 19th and early
20th centuries. The WP&YR was really four
companies, each chartered in one of the
territories, plus the construction company.
The Pacific and Arctic Railway and Naviga-
tion Company was chartered to operate in
the Alaska Territory (mile 0- 20.4). The Brit-
ish Columbia-Yukon Railway Company was
chartered for the operation of the section
in British Columbia (mile 20.4-52.58). The
British Yukon Railway Company was char-
tered in the Yukon Territory (mile 52.58-
112.0). The Pacific Contract Company (PCC)

was responsible for the construction of

the entire WP&YR. The PCC acquired the
first locomotives of the line second hand
from several sources located in the Pacific
Northwest, (Washington State and south-
western British Columbia). When construc-
tion was completed, all locomotives and
equipment acquired by the PCC would
officially become property of the WP&YR.
Perhaps the most unique of all the Route’s
locomotives was the Climax #8.

The story of #8 starts many years before
the Klondike Gold Rush in the Front Range
of the Colorado Rocky Mountains. Gold
was discovered on Boulder Creek just

west of present-day Boulder, Colorado, in
1859. Numerous mining towns sprung up,
and silver was discovered in the area ten
years later. By 1880, Colorado was report-
edly the leading gold and silver producing
state and talk of railroads was in Boulder’s
air. The 3-foot gauge Greeley, Salt Lake &
Pacific (GSL&P) was incorporated in Janu-
ary 1881 and was soon running 14%2 miles
up Boulder Creek to the mining town of
Sunset, Colorado. Things went well un-
til May of 1894 when spring rains and
warm temperatures melted the mountain
snows. Boulder Creek became a raging
river washing out all the roads and railway
bridges in Boulder Canyon, thus shutting
the GSL&P down for good.

Citizens of Boulder sought to build an-
other railway from Boulder to the various
mining towns in the surrounding area and
incorporated the Inter-Mountain Railway
in April 1895. However, construction never
began. The gentleman placed in charge of
the inactive railway, M.F. Leach, proposed
a tramway from Boulder to Ward, Colo-
rado. He managed to get financial backing
from New York and Pennsylvania sources
and the Colorado & Northwestern Railway
Company (C&N) was incorporated on July
22, 1897. The C&N took over all aspects of
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the inactive Inter-Mountain and construc-
tion began in August. The C&N did not
follow the old GSL&P route, but rather a
new grade was laid out on higher ground.
The new route, slightly steeper with fewer
trestles, was complete to Sunset, Colorado,
in February 1898. The C&N continued lay-
ing ties and rail towards the mining town
of Ward, Colorado. In late December 1897
or very early January 1898, the C&N took
delivery of a most unusual 50-ton, three-
truck locomotive from the Climax Locomo-
tive Company of Cory, Pennsylvania.

Colorado & Northwestern #2 was the
heaviest Climax geared locomotive built
up to that time and was the only narrow
gauge three-truck, class “C”, Climax ever
built. Class C Climax locomotive cylinders
were inclined about 30 degrees on each
side of the boiler, driving a cross-shaft
which was geared to a driveshaft posi-
tioned centrally under the boiler. This
driveshaft was in turn geared to each axle
on each truck using universals and bevel
gears. The results were a locomotive that
had tremendous tractive effort and an
ability to operate around sharp curves and
on steep grades albeit at a slow pace.

The C&N purchased #2 to handle heavy

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022

supply trains up to Ward, Colorado, and
the heavy ore tonnage from Ward to the
Culbertson Mill a few miles east of Boulder.
The Climax didn't last long on the C&N as
the line sold her in January 1899. No official
reason was given for the sale, but Forest
Crossen claims that “the crews knew one
reason — too many derailments” in his
book The Switzerland Trail of America. No
matter the reason or reasons, the C&N sold
the Climax rather quickly after acquiring it.

The White Pass & Yukon Route was sev-
en months or so into construction when
the Pacific Contract Co. acquired the Cli-
max from the Colorado & Northwestern
for $3500.00. The crews on the White Pass
apparently found the Climax quite capable
on the steep and twisting rails out of Skag-
way. The Pacific Contract Company report-
ed to the Climax Locomotive Company
that they had “heard some good reports of
the Climax Locomotive from our operating
department at Skaguay. On the trial trip
she pushed five loaded cars and a locomo-
tive up our steep grades and sharp curves
for a distance of ten miles, to the gratifica-
tion of our people.” (Note the early way of
spelling “Skagway”).

We know from photographic evidence

Above: Colorado & Northwestern
Climax #2 is shown here in the Boulder,
Colorado, yards ready for a trip up
Boulder Creek. The locomotive is
missing the pilot and the gear for the
front axle can be seen. Photographer
unknown, courtesy the Boulder
Historical Society/Museum of Boulder,
A.A. Paddock collection.

that #8 was used mostly for construction
trains, but also helped with bucking snow.
Additionally, we know that Climax #8 was
present when rails reached Bennett in
early July 1899. The entire 110-mile railroad
was completed in July of 1900 when all the
locomotives and rolling stock officially be-
came the property of the WP&YR. Number
8 was not re-lettered physically to #58 in
1900 when the White Pass & Yukon Route
renumbered the rest of the locomotives
similarly. It may never have been renum-
bered to #58 even on paper as a 1905 re-
port referenced the locomotive simply as

(text continued on page 41)
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Above: White Pass & Yukon Route
#8 pauses with at least one flatcar
behind loaded with men that
appear to be shoveling something:
possibly ballast. The track has

ties that are faced only on the top
and bottom and is not ballasted
yet. The locomotive does not
have a pilot or footboards, but

it does have extension boards to
increase the coal capacity. Photo
by H.C. Barley, courtesy Skagway
Museum, Dedman Collection
DCP0011, high resolution scan by
Chuck Morse.

Right: WP&YR #8 and her crew
take a break with four flatcars

in tow. The locomotive has foot-
boards front and rear installed
now, and the track has proper ties
and ballast. One member of the
crew can be seen heading into
the brush just below the front-left
of the locomotive’s end beam.
Photogapher unknown, courtesy T
Skagway Museum, Talbot = m Ly e ] i -
Collection 067, high resolution e "' " e, il . - = iy

scan by Chuck Morse. & » iyt . Skagway Museum, Talhﬂt-{}l’y
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(text continued from page 39)

“Climax 8.”

The Climax remained on the property
only until June of 1902 when the W.D. Ho-
fius & Co., a dealer in iron, steel, machin-
ery, and assorted railway supplies located
in Seattle, Washington, paid the WP&YR
$3000.00 for the locomotive. Sometime in
1903, Hofius sold the Climax to the White
Brothers for use on their White Star lum-
ber Company line out of Whites, Washing-
ton, as their #1. Either Hofius or the White
Brothers removed the third truck and con-
verted the locomotive to standard gauge.
There has not been any good evidence
that the Climax ever went to the Maytown
Lumber Company as has been reported
by some sources. The locomotive was
probably scrapped around 1916, but we
just don't know at this time.

This is the story of a one-of-a-kind nar-
row gauge, three-truck Climax that had
her roots in the Colorado Rocky Mountains
and the associated gold rush there. The lo-
comotive also saw service because of the
Klondike gold rush in the Alaska Territory
and nearby Canada. The Climax was ap-
parently more successful on the WP&YR
rails in southeast Alaska, yet she didn't last
long there either. She ended her days in
Washington state hauling logs and lumber
in obscurity, her final days lost to the mists

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022

of time. While the story of this locomotive
is anti-climatic, however this is the story
of the Climax of the White Pass & Yukon
Route.

The accompanying drawings by David
Fletcher of this Climax aren't the first to be
done; but | believe them to be the most
accurate to date. Drawings of this loco-
motive appeared in the September 1964
Model Railroader. However, that draw-
ing had many errors including headlight
mounting/position and the wheelbase of
the third truck. Another drawing of this
locomotive appeared in the November/
December 1993 GAZETTE: the most no-
table issue with this one being the posi-
tion of the third truck under the tank. A
close study of prototype photographs and
comparison of the different drawings and
| think you will agree that David’s are the
most accurate so far.

Once again, | would like to acknowl-
edge the contributions of Boerries Bur-
khardt, David Fletcher, Robert Hilton,
Chuck Morse, Bruce Pryor, and John Stutz
for their assistance. Next time, | will ex-
plore the White Pass & Yukon Route’s main
class of motive power for forty years, ac-
companied by more drawings from David
Fletcher. x

Above: White Pass & Yukon Route

Climax #8 and WP&YR #4 (a Baldwin
4-4-0, see part 3 of this series) take a
break from plowing through some deep
snow somewhere on the line. The snow
was often deep enough that the only way
to clear the rails was to employ men with
shovels to reduce the depth to a point
where the locomotives could handle it.
Many times, this was the case even after
the arrival of the big rotary snowplows.
Photographer unknown, Klondike Gold
Rush National Historical Park (KLGO),
high resolution scan by Chuck Morse.
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42nd NATIONAL NARROW GAUGE CONVENTION CONTEST

WINNERS

Courtesy of Robin Peel

Here is a list of winners and
photos of first place winners at
the 42nd National Narrow Gauge
Convention held in Tacoma,
Washington, September 1-4,
2022. As in past conventions, the
winners were chosen by popular
vote, with the exception of the
Special Awards. This
committee chose not to have
special categories for black and
white or color photos.

The contest was chaired by
Dave Woodrell and Dennis
Terpstra. | want to thank
Convention Chairman, Robin
Peel, for the best organized list of

MODEL CONTEST

BEST IN SHOW AND FIRST PLACE SQUARE FOOTER
Brian Block — Lobster trap & bait shop (square footer), 1:48 scale

STEAM MOTIVE POWER — ROD
First: Don Rose — D&RG K-27 No. 463, 1:20.3 scale
Second: George Bogatiwik Il — General in 1862 — HO

STEAM MOTIVE POWER — GEARED

First: Chuck Lind MMR — Tall Pine Lumber Company #6 Shay, On3
Second: Russ Segner — 16 ton Shay Coal Creek Lumber Company, Sn3
Third: Mark Allen — NCTC 2 cylinder Shay, On30

MOTIVE POWER — INTERNAL COMBUSTION

First: Mark Allen — Mack yard switcher — On30
Second: Mark Allen — Motor #7 Galloping Goose, On30
Third: Phil Holden — Fire speeder, On30

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT

First: David Dewane — Pile driver on disconnects with trailing car, On30
Second: George Chambers — Logging railroad pile driver, O

Third: Chuck Lind MMR — Formanek Timber Mack Bulldog Truck

MAINTENANCE-OF-WAY

First: Ben Popper — Pine Creek Lumber Company flanger caboose No. 12, On30
Second: Mark Allen — Fire Goose, On30

Third: Chris P. Rogerson — Fire car, On30

FREIGHT CAR

First: Brian Block — Donkey on two disconnects, On3

Second: Bob Harper — Sandy River 33-foot pulpwood flat #373, On2
Third: Phil Holden — Flatcar with wooden water tank, On30

PASSENGER CAR

First: Dave Adams — D&RGW second named “Durango” parlor car, 14" to 1-foot scale
Second: Mike May — White Pass & Yukon car #211, HOn3

Third: Marc LaChey — Cripple Creek & Tin Cup rider gondola, Sn3

CABOOSE
First: Hugh Blaney — D&RGW 0577 short caboose, On3
Second: Chuck Lind MMR — Tall Pine Lumber Company #2, On3

FAVORITE TRAIN

First: Hugh Blaney — D&RGW maintenance of way circa 1939, On3

Second: Steve Bradley — Southern Pacific narrow gauge mixed train, HOn3
Third: Don Railton — Gravel train, Gn15

STRUCTURE

First: David W. Fritsche — Gas station, O scale

Second: Alan Murray — Port Townsend Southern depot, O scale
Third: Dennis Reeve — Warehouse, N scale

DIORAMA

First: Randy Meyer — Truck repair, O scale

Second: Chuck Lind MMR — Abandoned sawmill, On3
Third: Chuck Lee — Majestic mine, HO

MODULE

First: Al Jones — Moose Creek Logging Company, On30
Second: Charles Proudfoot — Palisades module, HOn3
Third: Karl Kleeman — Monson RR, On30

SQUARE FOOTER

First: Brian Block — Lobster trap & bait shop (square footer), 1:48 scale
Second: Mike Engler — 1900s brass & iron foundry, HO
Third: Stephen Drees — Deer Creek mine, HO
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SPECIAL AWARDS

MT. ALBERT SCALE LUMBER AWARD
David Deware for his On30 pile driveron d

BEST USE OF BACHMANN On30 OR LARGE SCALE

Don Rose for his 1:20.3 scale K-27 #463

isconnects

PHOTO CONTEST

MODEL PHOTOGRAPH

First: Bob Treat — Shay on Trestle
Second: Bob Treat — Looking at Moose
Third: Bob Treat — Snow Creek Town

PROTOTYPE PHOTOGRAPH

First: Bob Treat — Gondola Ride

Second: Bob Treat — Chama Yard at Night
Third: Barry Dupler — 480 Making Steam

B E S T

""u,’
L L=
Marrgw Gav®
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BEST IN SHOW and
FIRST PLACE SQUARE FOOTER

Brian Block’s O scale lobster trap and bait shop
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F I RST PL A C E AW A R D S

L ROD LOCOMOTIVE
Don Rose’s 1:20.3 scale D&RG K-27 #463 (also Best Use of Bachmann On30 or Large Scale Model)

GEARED LOCOMOTIVE
Chuck Lind’s, (MMR) On3 Tall Pine Lumber Company Shay #6

INTERNAL COMBUSTION LOCOMOTIVE
Mark Allen’s On30 Mack yard switcher

GAZETTE



F T RST P L A C E AW A R D S

MAINTENANCE-OF-WAY

Ben Popper’s On30 Pine Creek
Lumber Company flanger
caboose #12

PASSENGER CAR

Dave Adams’ On3 D&RGW second named Durango parlor car

——
DENVER & RIO GRANDE WESTERN

FREIGHT CAR

Brian Block’s On3 donkey
on two disconnects

CABOOSE

Hugh Blaney’s On3 D&RGW
#0577 short caboose

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022
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F I RS T P L A C E AW A R D S

COMPLETE TRAIN

Hugh Blaney’s On3 D&RGW 1939 circa maintenance-of-way train

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT

David Dewane’s On30 pile driver on disconnects
with trailing car (also Mt. Albert Scale Lumber Award)

STRUCTURE

David W. Fritsche’s O scale gas station

GAZETTE
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DIORAMA

Randy Meyer’s O scale truck repair

MODULAR LAYOUT
Al Jones’ On30 Moose Creek Logging Company
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] Cars delivered with Westinghouse air
L < brakes and link and pin couplers 10 ft.
48 ft,
Az delivered configuration of 1883 Pullman 48 ft. buffet/sleep
DRAWINGS BY ROBERT STEARS © 2022 Oviginal decoration of these buffet/sleepers is unknown, Color

cors was probably maroon or dark plum with geld colored |
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Appearance of Ouray in 1932
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PULLMAN NARROW GAUGE
PLAN 178 SLEEPING CARS.

48 FOOT _LOMG MARROW GAUGE PULLMAN
SLEEPING CARS ASSIGNED TO THE DENVER &

of these e wm == == wm 10 FEET
ettering.
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the Denver & Rio Grande in 1883
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Rio GRANDE |N 1883,

In 1883 the Denver & Rio Grande received six ten
sectionfbuffet sleeping cars from Pullman built to
Plan 178 (lot 211). These 48 foot long sleepers were
uged on the DARG “transcontinental” route between
Denver, Colorade and Ogden, Utah.

The six Plan 178 buffet/sleeping cars were
originally nomed Costle Gote Cimarrgn, Ogden,
Prove, Salidaand Salt Lake,

In 1899 buffet/sleeper Sait Lake wos renamed
Ourgy. In 1901, Quray was wreaked an Marshall Pass
ond purchased by the DARG in 1902, The DARS
rebuilt the Ourayinto o 48 seat parlor cor,

In 1923 the corbosy and plotforms were
lowered, the underframe reinforced and
extension side bearings installed.

Quray was dismantled in Alamasa in April,
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YEON & PELTON
COMPANY INCLINE

A 42-INCH GAUGE RAILROAD IN OREGON

by Peter J. Replinger

The Yeon (pronounced “yawn”) & Pel-
ton rail line, located about three miles
below the town of Rainier, Oregon, was a
42-inch gauge railroad known as “bastard
gauge” by loggers. Most 42-inch logging
railroads came in existence because the
operators chose initially to purchase used
motive power that had been used on the
Portland, Oregon street railways. Most of
these street railways were 42-inch gauge
and used steam “dummies” for motive
power. Initially the street railways used
horses for motive power which couldn’t
be used for suburban service, nor were
they too practical for hilly routes. For
this service, the operators turned to the
tried-and-true steam locomotive. The
locomotive was covered with a coach-
style body, and the exhaust was heavily
muffled. Still, the public accepted them
with some reluctance. These “dummies”
remained in service until the early 1900s
when the lines were electrified. The old

“dummies” were then sold for use on vari-
ous northwest logging railroads. The Yeon
& Pelton railroad was no exception, having
acquired three of these type locomotives
from a previous operator.

In January 1901, and earlier, John B.
Yeon was logging on the Flokamin River
near Cathlamet, Washington, using a
splash dam. By March of that year, he
sold his camp and timber to the Pelton-
Armstrong Logging Company, includ-
ing 30 million board feet of timber, for
$40,000.00 This gave them control of one
of the best logging streams on the Colum-
bia River. The Columbia River and Oregon
Timberman Magazine referred to J. B.
Yeon as “the well-known retired logging
capitalist of Cathlamet, Washington.”

By December 1901, J. B. Yeon pur-
chased the interests of Star Logging Com-
pany of Rainier, Oregon, for $74,000.00
The property consisted of 5,160 acres of
timber, 4.5 miles of 42-inch gauge rail-

road, three locomotives and four donkey
engines. The Star Logging Company was
started in 1897 to log heavily timbered
sections in the rugged hills south and
west of Rainier. Their timberlands were in
what was known as the Rinearson Tract, a
vast expanse of old growth forest in the
Beaver Creek watershed.

They built a log chute from top of the
bluff to Rinearson Slough, 600 feet below.
In June 1897, work was begun on a four-
mile railroad from the head of the chute to
their timber along Beaver Creek. For mo-
tive power, three steam “dummies” were
purchased from a Portland street railway,
the Willamette Bridge Company, which

Below: This photo shows the
configuration of the steam “dummies”
when they were used to pull street cars
in the City of Portland. Merv Johnson
collection.
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Above: Yeon and Pelton’s lineup of rod
engines. Front to rear is #3, Baldwin
number 9973, built in April 1889; #2,
Baldwin number 9847, built in February
1889 and #4, Baldwin number 10683, built
in March 1890. The building in the rear is
where the loads were prepared for the trip
down the incline. John Labbe collection.

Left: Two loaded cars being lowered down
the incline, taken from the log dump. John
Labbe collection.

was in the process of electrification.

In January 1902, Yeon incorporated the
Yeon and Pelton Company of Portland for
$150,000.00. J. B. Yeon was listed as presi-
dent; David C. Pelton as vice president and
treasurer; and J. F. Boothe as secretary. By
April 1902, they also bought timber and
land in the Rainier area from three differ-
ent individuals. Yeon had concluded that
almost fifteen percent of the logs that Star
Logging Company had sent down their

(text continued on page 56)
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Left: Three loads of
logs on their way
down the incline to
Rinearson Slough

to be dumped

with spring freshet
flooding lowlands.

It appears that the
loggers riding on the
loads were used to
unload cars by hand
and then coil rigging
back on the cars.
Merv Johnson col-
lection.

Below: Locomotive
taking empty
disconnected cars
from top of

incline with three
loads hooked to
incline cable ready
to go down. John
Labbe collection.
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Above: The Yeon and
Pelton 2-spot moving
a steam donkey. In the
foreground next to the
stump is John Yeon.
John Labbe collection.

Left: The rollway
“landing” with a
yarding donkey being
used to yard a fir log
and a locomotive
waiting for disconnected
cars to be loaded. Note,
this system holds logs
on rollway before
loading them by hand.
Merv Johnson
collection.
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(text continued from page 53)

chute were damaged beyond use for the
manufacture of lumber. To eliminate this
waste, Yeon devised a half mile railroad
incline to run parallel to Star’s log chute.
When it was completed in 1902 at a cost
of $19,000,00 it was the first incline in the
Columbia Basin, and beyond, and was
considered a marvel. Lumbermen traveled
from across the United States and Canada
to see it in action. Most of the 2,400-foot

Above: The second incline machine once dubbed the “Largest Log-
ging Engine on Earth." John Labbe collection.

Left: Climax #5, the only locomotive purchased new
by Yeon & Pelton, crossing a log cribbed bridge.
John Labbe collection.

Below: Two sides of this water tank are built on stumps. The pump
engine on the right is a Fairbanks Morse “jack of all trades” one
cylinder. John Labbe collection.
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Above: Locomotive #4 with two loaded disconnected cars with long logs for use on the Panama Canal. John Labbe collection.

distance traveled by the incline fell at a
steady 33 percent. He put 23,648 logs in
the river during the month of October. The
logs averaged about 850 board feet, and
he expected to handle 100,000 board feet
daily the next year. The total output was
rafted to the North Pacific Lumber Com-
pany’s big mill in Portland.

In early 1903, they installed a new low-
ering machine, built by the Willamette
Iron and Steel Works of Portland. It was
designed to lower three loaded cars down
the incline at once, where the old machine
could lower just two cars. The Willamette
Iron and Steel ad in the February 1903 edi-
tion of the Columbia River and Oregon
Timberman Magazine claimed the new
machine as the “Largest Logging Engine
on Earth.” The total elapsed time for the
three loads to make the round trip, in-
cluding the dumping of the logs, was just
twenty minutes.

As logging progressed, the narrow-
gauge railroad was extended an addition-
al six miles up the Beaver Creek Valley. In

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022

December 1903, the company purchased
their only new locomotive, a 45-ton Cli-
max.

On September 26, 1904, the company
put out 137 logs containing 142,000 board
feet with a Willamette Crackajack donkey
which was thought to be a record.

In December 1905, John Yeon sold the
company’s logging camp and 125 mil-
lion board feet of timber to the Portland
Lumber Company. The deal was about
$225,000.00. Equipment consisted of ten
miles of railroad, four locomotives, six don-
key engines, twenty-one sets of logging
trucks and two lowering machines. They
put in 45 million board feet of logs during
1905. During the past four years, 150 thou-
sand board feet of logs were successfully
sent down the incline. Mr. Yeon owned
three fourths of the stock and was the ac-
tive manager. This was the third time he
sold out and planned to retire. During the
next year, he devoted his attention to the
construction of a new building in Portland.
Known as the “Yeon Building” this struc-

ture still exists in downtown Portland. He
then speculated in Portland real-estate.

John Yeon had come to Oregon in
1885 at age twenty with nothing more
than $2.50 and the clothes on his back. He
turned his small fortune into millions and
when he passed away in 1928 was one of
Portland’s wealthiest men.

Thanks to Phil Schnell for his help in
preparing this article. x
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My “A” Frame Tank L ocomo-

An Unusual Kitbash

by Allen K. Littlefield
Model photos by the author

| was impressed when | saw a model of
the Mich-Cal 0-4-0T model that Les Davis
built using his 3D resin printing skills. His
model in On30 utilized the Bachmann
Trains Forney model as the mechanism
and running gear. Since | have worked
closely with Les on some of my models by
using his printed tanks and cabs, | thought
| could do a nice freelance version of a sim-
ilar, but not exact model, using the Bach-
mann Trains HO 4-6-0 locomotive. | previ-
ously used this mechanism and drivers for
my “Scratch-Bash” article presented in the
July/August 2019 GAZETTE, HO 4-6-0 to
On30 0-6-0T. This is a nice running mecha-
nism which allows slow movement, some-
thing desirable in a switching locomotive.

The Michigan-California Lumber Com-
pany shops constructed the unusual “A”
frame tank, as | refer to it, on two small
switch engines. The second 0-4-0T, a Vul-

can built around 1900, is the one | used as
inspiration for both Les’ and my models.
On the prototype there were two adjoin-
ing tanks, one smaller in the rear for fuel
oil and a larger tank in the front for water.
On Les’ printed tank there was a groove
that represented this separation. | filled
this groove with epoxy and then sanded it
smooth to get the impression of one large
water tank.

The cab is another Les Davis 3D print
that | modified by adding a small wood
fuel bunker. A new cab deck was fashioned
from styrene and included the rear beam
and coupler area. The boiler is a 3D print
from Dylan Lambert at Lambert Locomo-
tive Works out of Massachusetts. This boil-
er is made to fit the HO 4-6-0 motor and
running gear and is the same diameter as
the Forney which allows the Davis tank
to fit as it was originally designed for the

Forney boiler size. Once the cab and tank
were joined on the HO mechanism, vari-
ous details were then added including the
unique platform or “table” that held both
the bell and generator. The mechanism
was altered only in having the cylinders
“beefed” up by adding plastic tubing over
the existing ones. | described how | did this
in the July/August GAZETTE.

The locomotive kit-bashes | have done
have been fun. Both Davis and Lambert
work in 3D printing, along with others who
are now offering kits using this new meth-
od, have made the task of producing new
motive power, along with rolling stock
much more accessible for today’s modeler.
We are entering a new era of model rail-
road building. x

Title photo: This Michigan-California Lumber Company 0-4-0 saddle tank served as the inspiration for the author’s model. Photo by Bob Brown.
. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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A Frame
Tank
Locomotive
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My HOnN3 Rio Grande Southern layout
occupies a dedicated train-room in our
basement, and we host regular operating
sessions. Much of the realism derived from
an operating session stem from replicating
what was commonplace. Well, okay, | vio-
late that commonplace rule by running far
more trains in a “model day” than the RGS
ran in September of 1947.

What trains? My normal routine of
commonplace RGS trains finds a north-
bound freight from Rico to Ridgway, a
southbound freight from Ridgway to Rico,
a freight turn between Rico and Dolores,
and a passenger train each way between
Ridgway and Dolores. Along with that,
northbound freights longer than a certain
number of cars get a helper from Vance
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by Dr. Gregg Condon, MMR
Photos by Todd Condon

Junction to Lizard head. That helper job
operates as a turnout of Ridgway. All this
is perfectly accurate; it's just that by 1947
my daily freight trains were mostly two- or
three-day turns.

But I've gotta spice it up! Along with
the routine trains listed above, | add an
extra freight or special passenger train to
each session. What extras? | currently have
seven oddball extras that spend most of
their time in a hidden staging yard until
it's time for them to make their special—or
extra—guest appearance at an operating
session. Naturally the fans go gogga and
foam at the mouth just a little.

STOCK TRAIN

 COMMONPLACE

T, W

The stock extra was planned on my lay-
out from the start, and my sessions almost
always run one. There are nine stock cars
in my car fleet. If | run all nine in a stock
extra, it needs to be a three-engine train
from Vance Junction to Lizard Head. More
typically | make it an eight-car train which
two locomotives can handle. Sometimes
the stock extra will be as short as six cars
if | have a crew-friendly eye to the meets |
have planned. Stock extras were common
on the RGS.

PIPE TRAIN

Title photo: A three-engine stock extra works
up the three percent grade past Trout Lake.
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Above: Who the heck
in Dolores County
ordered a trainload of
pipe? Somebody must
have, or it wouldn't be
heading north on the
RGS!

Right: An RGS work
extra has arrived at
Vance Junction.

Below: Enginemen Quist
and Croonenberg pre-
pare for #347’s turn at
the tank.
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| have a D&RGW gondola with ends re-
moved that is bracketed by a pair of idler
flats and it hauls a load of long oil pipes.
Coupled to that is a narrowed standard
gauge flatcar that holds a pipe load that
fits. To this four-car pipe train | add a cou-
ple boxcars that are ostensibly laden with
drilling mud, or | couple up a pair of tank
cars and call it an oil company extra.

WORK TRAIN

My favorite extra is the eye-catching
work train. The cars are highly modified

and thus unique. | have modified a coach,
reefer, and boxcar according to photos in
Morning Sun’s The RGS Story Volume XIl—
Locomotives and Rolling Stock.

Flats and gondolas with their funky
loads are real eye-poppers! Back in the
early Seventies somebody offered a ure-
thane casting of a C-16 tender body. Mine
kicked around in my parts box for 50 years,
and then | glued it to a flatcar and heaped
the remaining flatcar space with parts and
junk. Both the RGS and D&RGW had such
cars, and they accompanied work trains
to supply water and coal. My tender-on-a-
flatcar shouts, “Hey, look at me!”

Another flatcar has been filled with
typical work-train clutter. Guests always
comment that the work train exudes real
character.

COAL TRAIN/ORE TRAIN
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Above: Engine #40 crosses the first bridge in Burns Canyon with an ore extra.

Below: Deep in the canyon, the ore extra follows the Dolores River.

Coal and ore shipments in one- or two-
car lots are everyday occurrences on my
RGS. Sometimes, though, for sheer change
of pace—and because the prototype did
it—I couple half a dozen gondolas togeth-
er and load them all with the same lading,
either coal or ore. My long-ago article in
the GAZETTE on removable carloads tells
how you can make this easy, in short, build
a little table that fits in the gondola with
legs far inbound from the ends of the ta-
ble, and glue the load on top of the table
but not to the gondola. Pushing down one
end of the load makes the other end pop
up for easy removal.

TIMBER EXTRA

Just prior to my layout’s 1947 time-
frame, the McPhee sawmill near Dolores
was shipping timber to that mill from a
siding called—cleverly enough—Timber
Spur. That was near Coke Ovens. We mod-
el railroaders cheat with the facts all the
time. | presume (dignified term for playing
make believe) that this business still ex-
isted in my target year. And, since | don't
have extra real estate to accommodate the
Timber Spur between Burns Canyon and
Coke Ovens, | have the McPhee folks ship-
ping the logs out of Coke Ovens.

. T




This extra does not need to be long to
be convincing. Following fascinating pro-
totype practice, | have the Dolores Turn out
of Rico start the day by going the wrong
direction out of Rico. At Coke Ovens they
retrieve those log cars and then return to
Rico so they can proceed on to Dolores as
God intended. | have three removable log
loads that | keep shuttling back and forth
in this service. For such a move, a three-car
train seems perfectly reasonable. | chose
three cars because of considerations of
track capacities at both Coke Ovens and
the Dolores staging yard. Well, OK, the pro-
totype McPhee trains were always 12 cars
daily. Phooey on McPhee; what did they
know about staging track capacities?

PASSENGER SPECIAL

Anybody know why an unscheduled
freight is an extra while an unscheduled
passenger is a special? | don’t know, either,
but | conform with these common terms.
While all the freight extras I've described
above are the same from session to ses-
sion, my passenger specials change fre-

(text continued on page 67)
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Above: Engine 42 hauls company coal over the trestles south of Lizard Head.

Below: First job for today’s Dolores Turn out of Rico is to
run up to Coke Ovens to retrieve loads of McPhee timber.




Above: As the sun sets on the RGS, restored #7 and the railfan special hark back to when The Old West was young.
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(text continued from page 65)
quently.

DIRECTOR SPECIAL

Sometimes | run a two-car special rem-
iniscent of the Barriger Special. Maybe the
train is transporting miniature versions of
Receiver Fuller and a party of legal minds,
or maybe the run has been chartered by
HO manifestations of my operating crew
and me. In any event, the train is powered
by one of my Consolidations and consists
of a Rio Grande coach and my business car
RICO.

RAILFAN CHARTER

On occasion | run a train that is my ver-
sion of the chartered trains that were run
in the postwar years of the RGS. Consists
are not always the same and are powered
by either a Consolidation or Mudhen and
contain any combination of combine, one
or two coaches, caboose, and car RICO.
Someday | will add a ladder to a gondola
and fill it with camera-toting fans!

RESTORATION SPECIAL

Ya knows, when Blackstone offered
a Consolidation in 1880’s attire with dia-
mond stack, kerosene headlight, and early
paint job, | just had to have one! What to
do with iton a 1947 layout? Well, | presume
a steam locomotive restoration occurred
decades before one happened, and | have
RGS #7 restored to original appearance
and booking pricey excursions. The old
beauty pulls a couple coaches and the
RICO. Wow, she does look nice skirting the
shores of Trout Lake!

CONCLUSION

On occasion, consider putting together
some unique combination of equipment.
Run a special for something extra; or, um,
run an extra for something special! x
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THE BROWN HOUSE

BODIE, CALTFORNIA

DRAWN BY NEIL A. PFAFMAN
HO SCALE

This house was once occupied by William L. Brown
during the early 1930s while he was employed by the
Treadwell-Yukon Mining Company.

The Treadwell-Yukon Mining Company was taken
over by Red Cloud interests and new up to date equip-
ment was installed allowing the old mine to be worked
until 1931.

The house has an odd triangular cement front porch
and no chimney. | suspect that when Bodie was taken
over by California State Parks that repairs were made
to the roof and it was easier to cover over the chimney.
Also, the remaining out houses had their seats removed,
holes filled in, and the doors removed.

ROOF PLAN
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NORTH ELEVATION

THE BROWN HOUSE - nonte, carironnia

DRAWN BY NEIL A. PFAFMAN

HO SCALE
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THE BROWN HOUSE - nonie, cauionnia

DRAWN BY NEIL A. PFAFMAN
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One of the most interesting railroad
structures on the Colorado & Southern
was the Forks Creek eating house. Not
only was it an unusually long building, but
it was built alongside a curved section of
track.

This is another project inspired by Har-
ry Brunk’s GAZETTE series, “Up Clear Creek
on the Narrow Gauge.” Harry often wrote
about the Forks Creek area during the se-
ries, and | was interested enough to build
the Classic Miniatures kit of the station. |
put the finished station on the unfinished
Forks Creek wye section of my layout and
moved on to other projects.

Much later in the series, he wrote about

76

by Dan Windolph
Photos by the author

the New Forks Creek Eating House, and
this caught my attention. | really liked the
way the buildings were joined to the sta-
tion and were built in a curve to follow
around the curved track. The article was
Part 61 in the series and appeared in the
March/April 1990 GAZETTE.

| thought it was an unusual building
that would be fun to model, but | didn't
think there was enough room for it on the
layout, so | again went on to other projects.

| recently started working on the Forks
Creek wye area again and kept think-
ing about the eating house. | wasn’t sure
| could squeeze it into the narrow space
next to the station at the edge of the lay-

DRAWING BY HARRY BRUNK

out. | cut pieces of paper the exact size
of the space and taped them together to
make a full-sized footprint of the avail-
able space. | then enlarged Harry’s HO
drawings to O Scale to see if the buildings
would fit. | was pleasantly surprised to see
they would, with a few inches to spare.
Construction was mostly straightfor-
ward except for fitting the sections to-
gether to follow the curve of the track. |
was again surprised to find that the build-
ing fit the curve of my track without modi-
fication of the plan. | used NorthEastern
Scale board and batten and scribed siding,

(text continued on page 79)
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Above: The basic wall sections
have been loosely taped together
with masking tape to get a
general idea of size. The thin

walls are already starting to

warp, showing the necessity for
interior bracing.

Right: The walls have been glued
together and braced, and the
illustration board roof sections
added.

Below: The station was already
painted and weathered, but
because the eating house was
added later, | decided the
difference in color would have
been normal. The gray-painted
roof was the first to receive Pan
Pastel powder.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022
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Above: The roll of metallic silver plastic
party decoration is at the top. Number 1 is
an untouched test strip. Number 2 has been
sprayed flat black. In number 3, Pan Pastel
weathering has been brushed on.

Above: Because the completed complex is so long, it was mostly assembled on my auxiliary
workbench — the tops of the washer and dryer. The long strip of paper in front of the
structure is the actual-sized footprint of the available space. Harry Brunk’s enlarged drawing
is behind the building.

Eefromsmnli=] =

Above: The completed structure is exactly three feet long, and barely fit in my white photo backdrop.

Below: This rear view clearly shows the curve of the building.
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Above: This view of the eating house roof
shows the corrugated on the right side with
just flat black paint, while the left side is
weathered with Pan Pastels.

Right: The eating house in position on the
unfinished Forks Creek wye section of my
layout. The wye has a section house, water
tank, pump house and steel bridge. Now
that the station and eating house are
finished, | can finally finish scenery at
Forks Creek.

(text continued from page 77)

which was braced in the interior sections,
especially where the sections were joined.
Doors and windows are Grandt Line (now
San Juan Models) castings, which are very
close to the plans.

The various roof sections are artist’s il-
lustration board cut to fit the angled sec-
tions. At this point | had to decide how |
was going to approach applying all that
corrugated roofing. The station kit used
paper corrugated strips, which looked
okay, but | wanted something a little more
realistic.

Some years ago, | found a roll of silver
metallic strips that were meant to be used
like crepe paper for party decorations.
The material was very thin plastic, possi-
bly some form of Mylar, grooved perfectly
for O Scale corrugated roofing. However, |
couldn’t find a glue that would stick to it
because it was so slick, so | put itin a draw-
er and forgot about it.
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Lately, I've been using a craft glue
called Aileen’s Tacky Glue on a few things,
so | tried it on the plastic corrugated strips.
It held the test strips to the illustration
board just fine, so | used it on the entire
eating house roof. | painted the test strips
with flat black and flat gray spray paint and
decided to use flat black. The spray paint
didn't stick to the slick plastic very well,
with some paint collecting in the grooves
of the corrugated. However, when it dried,
a slightly dull silver color showed through
the paint on the tops of the corrugated
and | liked the effect, so | painted the entire
roof that way.

| had purchased a variety of Pan Pastel
colors | thought would work for weather-
ing, but hadn’t used them very much. |
tried them on a few painted corrugated
test strips and liked the results. | wanted
the look of a normally weathered roof
rather than a decrepit one. | applied the

powder with small brushes rather than
the soft sponges the manufacturer recom-
mends.

The location of the eating house and
station on my layout is certainly not ideal,
but finally getting it built should be an in-
centive to finish scenery in the wye area.
More importantly, building the very long,
curved structure was challenging, but fun.
It also reminded me that, at three actual
feet long, just how big O scale buildings
can be.

Next time, we'll take the train from
Forks Creek to Georgetown to look at the
Alpine Hose #2 firehouse. x
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be you've always suspected that the narrow gauge guys
are having more fun, and you'd be 'right! The pages of the
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in-deptli construction projects, and plenty of detailed
prototype information, sure to keep your workbench full
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The Shay Locomotive: An Iustrated History

A complete history with more than 1000 photos, folios, drawings,
and diagrams in this 640+ page volume. Includes owner and
location listings for every Shay built. (SuH) *99.95

Denver & Rio Grande: The Early Years

Culminating more than 60 years of research, Mallory
Hope Farrell covers the era of Denver & Rio Grande
from its founding in 1873 through 1921. (RGEY) *79.95

Timber Titans:
Baldwin’s Articulated Logging Locomotives

This volume covers in complete detail the 44 specialized
locomotives. Includes 455 photos, many presented full-
page, two full-color drawings, four three-dimensional

renderings, and an original oil painting for the cover.
(TTBA) *79.95
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In the previous two issues of the GA-
ZETTE | described how | built HO mod-
els of the Conoco and Texaco petroleum
distributors at Old Placerville, Colorado.
I'll continue the story by describing how
| built the tanks for both distributors and
how | blended the structures into my lay-
out. Please follow along with the photos
and see how | accomplished this.

Title photo: | built the entire
petroleum spur at my workbench,
including the scenery. This diorama
replaced an existing spur on my
layout and was blended into the basic
scenery. With the Conoco distributor
in place, I now have a destination for
my San Juan Models tank cars. The

Texaco dealership provides me with
a destination for my CYCX numbered
narrow frame tanks as well as my
double dome TCX tanks. The people
of Placerville and the adjoining
Paradox Valley will be well served for
their petroleum needs.
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Right: Initially | tried making the tanks using a styrene sheet
wrapped around styrene disks, but all | managed to accomplish
was to create a badly dented tank that looked like it was being
crushed in a junk yard. That failure sent me back to the drawing
board. After some thought, | took a trip to the local home
improvement store and bought a length of 1%-inch diameter
plastic conduit. The outer diameter worked out almost perfectly
to the 12 feet indicated on the Mike Blazek drawings (www.
blazekplan.com) that | was using as a guide. | cut five pieces of
conduit to 27 scale feet in length, then capped the ends with
.020-inch styrene. | used Tamiya cement which seemed to work
just fine with the plastic that the conduit was made from. The
caps were trimmed to size and filed to create a smooth union.
This photo illustrates the steps involved.

Above: Most prototype tanks constructed in the early
1900s were made by riveting a number of rolled steel
sheets together. To simulate the center section of sheets |
wrapped a 13%-scale-foot wide piece of .010-inch styrene
around the tanks. More Tamiya glue and rubber bands
held the styrene in place.
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Above: The three Texaco tanks sat on top of poured concrete saddles. |
used 5/16-inch plywood to simulate these saddles. The first step was to
cut the plywood into strips that were a scale 12-feet wide. | then drilled 1
5/8-inch holes about three real inches apart. Then | cut through the
middle of each hole creating a bunch of blocks of wood with a half a
circle cut out of each end. These were then used to create saddles ten
scale feet in height. When | was done, | had a pile of concrete saddle
forms. | selected the best-looking ones and grouped them in sets of three
saddles for each of the three Texaco tanks. The wood was then sanded
smooth, and | ended up with basic forms that were used to simulate the
real concrete saddles.




Left: With the Texaco tank saddles sorted out, |
focused on finishing the tanks. | felt they needed
more detail, so | used Archer textured rivets
decals (AR 88098 & AR 88031) to simulate the
seams in the tank pieces. | also added a row on
the tank ends to simulate two pieces of metal
making up the ends. These rivet decals were

tricky to apply to a cylinder until | used some
left-over tank saddles taped to a plastic box as a
cradle. This setup made it much easier to apply
the decals.

Below: | made the Texaco and Conoco tanks
identical. There is one photo in the RGS Story Vol.

Below: In the RGS Story Vol. 1, if you look
closely at the photos of the left-over tank
bases for the Conoco facility, you'll see
tapered concrete pedestals. To create these
pedestals, | used my table saw to cut
basswood 3-scale-feet square. | cut this
wood into 10-scale-foot lengths. Placing a
2-foot-square mask over the end of each
pedestal blank, | traced a 6-scale-inch
outline on the perimeter of the end of the
wood blocks. Using a belt sander clamped
in my workbench vice, | sanded the four
sides to a taper using the 6-inch mask as
my guide for making one end 2-feet square
while leaving the other end 3-feet square.
When | finished making these pedestal
blanks, | painted and weathered them using
the same technique as | did for the Texaco
tank saddles.
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Below: With the basic structures built, | wanted to see how they would fit on the existing
Old Placerville spur on my layout. | didn’t bother with the tanks, but set the other
structures in place while leaving room for the tanks. | wanted to get a sense for how
everything would fit into the scene, verify the elevations, and see if | could utilize the
existing spur trackage. It was apparent that space was going to be tight, and the spur
would need to be moved to make room for all the buildings.

Left: The prototype photos only
show the Conoco concrete tank
pedestals but don’t show any details
of what the tanks sat on. Since there
is no sign of steel bracing in the
photos, | felt that there was
probably some sort of wooden
frame between the pedestals and
the tank. Using 8- x 16-inch scale
lumber, | created large cradles like
what you'd see on a Conoco tank
car. These cradles were stained
with Hunterline Driftwood and
Medium Brown stain. On the
prototype, the cradles would have
needed to be fastened to the
pedestals. To simulate that, | made
metal plates using 1- x 10-inch
styrene with Grandt Line #5123
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Below: With the general position of where the petroleum
distributors would fit into my Old Placerville scene decided, |
did one more re-check of the scene with the buildings in place.
l also used pieces of flextrack to determine where the spur
would be aligned. Once the buildings were in place, it

: 7,
pecame apparen Na didnt have enough room 10 ne lexa

Above: | cut a piece of plywood roughly
the size of the area where all the buildings
would fit while leaving room for the spur
track. Installing the spur track at the work-
bench would be the way to go. This part of
my layout is so deep that | can’t reach the
very back of the scene, let alone hand lay
track back there. In this photo, I'm using
the meter stick to visualize the center line
of the spur track. The wooden block in the
photo has a 24-inch curve cut into it. | used
this gauge to plan my layout long before
the advent of “sweeps” for simulating radii.
Nearly all my curves have a 24-inch radius
or greater curve. With the gauge and ruler
in place, | could see where | needed to
re-construct the scenery and track.

and used a foam hot cutter to contour the
land, cut in the areas where the buildings
were set into the hillside and add holes for
the foundations to find level ground. You can
also see that I've added ties for the future
spur track.
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Right: | did one last fitting before
I started on the final scenery. The
old scenery has been removed

in this photo and supports (not
seen) for the petroleum distribu-
tor scene have been installed in
the bench work. All the buildings
are set in place and concrete
ruins replace one of the Texaco
tanks. I've also spiked rail along
the spur. The sub roadbed and
ties have also been installed on
the layout and the bridge has

White and set in place. Precision
Scale #2935 Valves and .020-
inch wire have been added to
the ends.
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Left: | added sanded grout and ground foam to the
scenery base after setting the buildings into their
final position. Once the tanks were fully glued to the
diorama base and being careful not to get glue on
the tanks, | built the tank walkways in place. These
walkways and ladders were built using various sizes
of Evergreen Styrene.
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Above: This is the highway side view of the Conoco distributor. The

buildings have been set into the scenery and the tank walkways have

been installed. The walkways were painted Humbrol #78 Green and

weathered with Pan Pastels. Below: This is the completed Texaco dealership as seen from the
highway. Unfortunately, all this detail will rarely be seen on my
layout since it faces the backdrop.
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Left: This trackside
view of the Conoco
distributor has been
sceniced on my
workbench and is
ready to install. |
didn’t bother adding
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by Charlie Getz

Photos courtesy Stan and Sheldon Schwedler and Oconto History

CORONADO SCALE MODELS—PIONEERS

If you have copies of Bob’s first maga-
zine Finelines you will find Coronado Scale
Models first ad in the September 1966 is-
sue. If you have the very first GAZETTE,
March/April 1975, you will find an ad
from Coronado Scale Models. If you look
through this issue of the GAZETTE, you
will also find an ad for Coronado. Indeed,
you will find an ad from them in every is-
sue. Probably the best-known supplier of
narrow gauge products, Coronado is also
the “last man standing” of exclusively
model railroad hobby shops in the imme-
diate Phoenix area. (At least they were my
last trip there in 2021.) Coronado has been
operated by Stan and Sheldon Schwedler
since its beginning and it seems only ap-
propriate to continue my occasional dis-
cussion of pioneer or significant narrow
gauge suppliers with Coronado.

In the digital era of the internet, Coro-
nado is analog. They not only preceded
the internet, but they also anticipated it by
marketing through mail order service to
narrow gauge modelers around the world
from the very beginning. By not just stock-
ing and supplying products, but also offer-
ing repairs, modifications and proprietary
products; Coronado has been the “go to”
place for narrow gauge for decades. Stan
and Sheldon Schwedler are synonymous
with excellent service and helpful infor-
mation. Often mistakenly identified as
“twins,” the brothers are separated by five
years. When confronted by this fact, they
reply that they are still twins; their mother
just experienced a difficult delivery!) It is
not surprising that they ended up in the
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model business which was probably in
their genes.

Their parents, Chester and Eleanor
Schwedler, lived in Oconto, Wisconsin,
north of Green Bay, when the children
were born. Sister Sharon came first in 1937
followed by Sheldon in 1940 and Stanley
in 1945. (The Schwedlers ruefully note
their parents’ obsession with “S” names.)
In 1946, Chester started a toy company in
Oconto, naming it after his youngest child.
The Stanley Toy Company occupied a ven-
erable brick building at 1301 Main Street
on the corner with Park Avenue. The build-
ing started as a Music Hall, later a woolen
mill and finally, Schumacher’s Grocery &
Meat Market. This factory must have been
a significant occasion as the local paper
carried articles about the proposed toy
factory use, its grand opening and even
an automobile accident when a wayward
car slammed into a corner of the factory.
Stanley Toy Company manufactured cast
iron toys, like those of the turn of the 20th
century. But they were made of aluminum.
They specialized in horse-drawn wagons,
carriages, and Easter Bunny carts. A pic-
ture, courtesy of Oconto History, shows
some of their products which included
a steam pumper fire engine and ladder
truck. All came painted. One newspaper
story mentions Stanley Toy exhibiting at
the prestigious New York Toy Show. An-
other describes a tour given at a local Ki-
wana’s club in 1948, including Stanley’s
new foundry on Pierce Street and noted
that sales were increasing. Indeed, Chester
Schwedler cited that after only two years

in business, there were sales in all 48 states
and that Stanley Toys were sold in every
Montgomery Ward store. By the way, each
touring Kiwanian was given a toy of their
choice at the conclusion of the tour.

Tragically, the Stanley Toy Company
abruptly ended with a catastrophic fire
on December 29, 1949. Although only in
business for a few years, its impact was
measurable. Stanley Toys are still sold on
eBay and other sites, and in 2012, David
L. Retzlaff, who owns what is left of the
building, published a 75-page book, The
Stanley Toy Company: Fame to Fire, which
commands top prices on the used book
market. In 1951, the family moved to Phoe-
nix as Chester was offered a job in sales
for a company in central Phoenix. A year
later, their mother, Eleanor, died leaving
the raising of the two boys to 14-year-old
Sharon. She continued doing so through
high school and beyond, eventually earn-
ing a degree in education. She later mar-
ried the next-door neighbor, Donald
Caughlin, who joined the Air Force. After
multiple transfers around the country and
two sons, they ended up in North Carolina,
where they lived for many years. Sharon
outlived her husband Donald (2006) and
youngest son Larry (1981) and moved to
San Antonio to be cared for by her eldest
son Bill, where she died in 2015, ironically
in a hospice called the “Coronado.”

When Sheldon finished school, he
worked as an architectural model builder
for a local Phoenix firm. Stanley later did
the same. In 1965, Coronado Scale Mod-
els was created with Sheldon as “owner”
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Above: A selection of Stanley Toy Company cast aluminum toys. Photo courtesy Oconto History.

Below: A quarter size gas turbine built by the Schwedlers for photographic purposes.
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and Stanley as sole employee, a relation-
ship which continues to the present. They
picked the name after the first narrow
gauge engine of the Coronado Copper
Company, described in Volume Il of Da-
vid Myrick’s epic Railroads of Arizona se-
ries. Sheldon started with Lionel and then
switched to O scale. Dick Andrews and his
Railroad Model Craftsman Narrow Gauge
Junction articles, plus a visit in 1955 to the
Knott's Berry Farm model shop, cement-
ed narrow gauge modeling in Sheldon’s
mind.

For a few years, the industrial model
business was lucrative as Phoenix began
its steady increase in population. There
was a continuing demand for architec-
tural models used to obtain permits or sell
real estate. Motorola was an increasing
source of business as an employee in their
art department fed work to the brothers
such as making large models of transis-
tors and power units, award plaques and
even cabinets. The models were used for
ads and product listings in catalogs. The
Schwedler brothers were also employed
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by noted architect and railroad author
Dick Dorman on some projects of his, as
well as for other major firms. Their model
work changed from primarily housing
models to hospitals, convention cen-
ters and the occasional 3D topographic
model of a subdivision with Monopoly
style houses. There were some impressive
projects. They made a huge topographi-
cal map for Kennecott Copper, and one
of the Del Webb golf courses. The latter
showed individual holes with elevations
to facilitate landscaping planning. Over
time, architectural models became more
demanding and expensive to produce so
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the demand began to dwindle.

The Schwedlers began to pivot in the
early 1960s from purely industrial mod-
eling. In 1963, they met Bob Brown and
Valley Car Work’s owner Lee Klaus in Ba-
kersfield at a PCR meet. In 1965, Sheldon
bought the mail order business portion of
Valley Car Works from Lee and in 1966, the
inventory. The Schwedler’s also began sell-
ing plans from Herman Darr, Ken Pruett,
Lee Klaus, and David Braun. In the early
1960s, Cliff Grandt began his line of parts, a
natural fit to the Valley Car Works line, and
the Schwedlers soon added that line to the
products available by mail order. The 1966

Above: Architectural scale model of the Heart
Rehab Fitness Center designed by
Richard Dorman.

Left: The pilot model
for the On3 DSP&P
boxcar kit produced by
the Schwedler brothers
and their friends.

PCR convention in Riverside, California,
was the first time Coronado displayed their
wares. They have since been a reliable ven-
dor at many narrow gauge, NMRA and O
Scale West trade shows.

From 1965 to 1970, the Schwedlers had
occupied part of a building on East Cypress
Street in the Coronado District of Phoe-
nix. Next door was a retail operation. The
Schwedlers decided they needed a retail
store and fortunately that space became
available. This enabled them to continue
their model making activities and also op-
erate a retail outlet for their growing line.
In 1970, Coronado Scale Models opened
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the doors at 1544 E. Cypress Street, where
they are located today. The hours are in-
teresting: 8-12 then 1-5. Although not a
Union shop, they religiously take an hour
for lunch. Now anyone who has visited
also notes two things: there is no large
“Coronado” sign, and the neighborhood
is, how do you say .... a bit “iffy”? The
Schwedlers report it used to be worse.
One day, the brothers watched a “sting”
operation, listening on the police scanner,
as an undercover “hooker” stood in front
of their store attracting “Johns” who were
promptly arrested. No, the “Johns” were
not Coronado customers. But yes, Coro-
nado is a full-service hobby shop! Given
the neighborhood, which by the way is
safe during the day at least, no large sign
is needed. This is not a shop for walk in
customers but rather a destination shop.
And there is never a parking problem.

What sets Coronado apart, however, is
not as the source of narrow gauge kits and
parts, though it is. Coronado is renowned
for the advice, service and unique prod-
ucts offered for narrow gauge mod-
elers. On internet narrow gauge chat
rooms, whenever anyone has a question
about how to convert an On30 locomo-
tive to On3 or add details, the response
often is to contact Coronado for help. Stan
and Sheldon are famous for performing
miracles and dispensing sage advice to
solve a myriad of modeling problems.
It only makes sense given their profes-
sional backgrounds.

In 1970, they took over an On3 DSP&P
boxcar project from Jon MacNeil of Den-
ver and manufactured 100 kits. Ron
Parkhurst (Timberline) cut the wood; Allen
Brewster drew the plans. Charles Brom-
mer did patterns (as did the Schwedlers).
Brommer also made couplers, bolsters,
and brake cylinders. Cliff Grandt provided
ladders and other detail parts, and Chuck
Francis of Thin Film did the decals. A stel-
lar cast. This kit was sold as a body-only
kit. The listing of sources demonstrates
the level of care and accuracy put into this
kit. Also offered were castings for a Gilpin
truck, done before Grandt Line’s Gilpin
ore car kit. A resin cast square water tank
for an Uintah water car was proposed but
never produced because of casting prob-
lems. It is my understanding that Coro-
nado also offered conversion services and
other modeling assistance that made nar-
row gauge modeling easier to accomplish
in the days before the plethora of prod-
ucts later available.

In the 1960s Stan and Sheldon, along
with David and Sondra Gast, and Donn
Barber founded the “30” Gauge Guild. An
On2'4 (as it was then known) group who
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built a small On30 layout and wrote it up
for the November 1962 RMC.

Having started in HOn3 narrow gauge
modeling in 1969, | can attest to the chal-
lenges faced when the only ready-to-run
motive power were brass imports, which
usually were marginal runners. The joke
was that if you modeled in HOn3, you also
modeled in HO; not to demonstrate the
difference in size but to have something to
run! If you wanted rolling stock, you either
scratchbuilt or assembled craft kits. The
Schwedlers helped people successfully
model narrow gauge. They carried Kkits,
parts, and expertise on how to success-
fully accomplish any narrow gauge goal.
For decades, Coronado has been the go-to
place not just for advice, but for the sup-
plies needed to create your narrow gauge
dream. Though they specialized in On3 at
first, they carry all scales and are superb
modelers in any scale. They combine retail
experience with modeling expertise, a rare
commodity in a “hobby shop.”

Stan and noted railroad artist, Jan Rons,
attended college together and joke that
they have survived all these years. So has
Coronado. The Schwedlers have been an
integral part of narrow gauge since the
early 1960s and show no signs of slowing
down. A visit to their shop is more than a
hobby experience, it is also a reunion with
old friends. Their sardonic humor and ir-
reverent tone only enhance each encoun-
ter. Whether at a Narrow Gauge Conven-
tion or at 1544 E. Cypress Street, you will
learn something about narrow gauge
and the people who make it tick. Stan

and Sheldon note a shift in the narrow
gauge scene from craftsman to ready-to-
run. Some would argue, time has passed
Coronado by. They would be wrong. Even
ready-to-run sometimes doesn’t. And not
everything narrow gauge is ready-to-run.
Stan and Sheldon have been around for al-
most 60 years ready to answer your ques-
tions, offer advice and provide that need-
ed product for you. | sincerely hope they
continue to do so for many years to come.

Well, that’s all for now; until next time
— write, if the mood strikes.

Those are the discou

companies.

discounts!

THREE BIG BENEFITS OF
NMRA MEMBERSHIP:

manufacturers in our

It's savings that can actually pay for your membership!

And that’s just one benefit. There are more. Like 150+
national convention clinic videos. Dozens of hours of
professional “how-to” videos. A new directory of worldwide
train layouts you can visit. The list goes on and on.

If you haven't visited www.nmra.org lately, you're missing
out on some really great stuff. Starting with a boatload of

rship Program are giv
members right now. Partners like Micro-Mark®. Badger® Tichy®. Hot Wire
Foam Factory®. Gatorfoam®. RR-CirKits®. Model Rectifier® There are over 40
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REVIEWS

Ron’s Books, P.O. Box 714, Harrison, NY
10528, 914/967-7541, ronsbooks@aol.
com, www.ronsbooks.com continues
to sell new releases of reproductions
of industrial catalogs from Silver Lake
Images LLC, Manufacturer’s Catalog
Archive. Each catalog sells for $35.00.

Railroad Cranes Volume 1 contains 150
pages of Burro Model 15 Cranes, Byers
Shovels and Cranes, Lambert-National
Steam Hoists, and the story of P&H Crane
Construction. Each section contains tech-
nical information, parts photos, and scale
plans of parts and complete cranes. There
are numerous photos showing cranes at
work in industrial sites. The steam hoist
section shows donkey engines at work
hooked up to hoists, and the last section
details how cranes are constructed. Hav-
ing built several cranes, | know this cata-
log will provide you with the information
you need to add a crane to your roster.

Atlas Electric Locomotives is a gem. It's
100 pages are full of diagrams, and pho-
tos of small mining locomotives including
storage battery locomotives, low-profile
locomotives, and larger two truck steeple
cab locomotives. Some of the low-profile
models seem to be no more than a flatcar.
Make an interesting model. Should fit
right over a small power truck. The little
tramming locomotives are also interest-
ing. They were made small so they could
get into tight places in mines and be
moved up and down in caged elevators.

Fairbanks-Morse Locomotives Volume
1: Diesels has 50 pages divided into a
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discussion of the Fairbanks-Morse Train
Master: 2400 H.P. Diesel Locomotive and
their use on the Lackawanna Railroad. No
narrow gauge or short line in this catalog.
Heisler Locomotives Volume 2: Geared
Locomotives is a 118 page, 5%2-inch by
8Y»2-inch catalog. So far this is the first
small catalog | have reviewed. Itis a
reproduction of Heisler catalogs No. 108
and No. 115, with a 1908 Repair list show-
ing parts numbers by list and diagram
to aid in ordering repair parts. There are
numerous diagrams showing how Heisler
locomotives are constructed and many
photos showing them at work in the
woods, or at industrial sites. There are also
many images of the Heisler factory and
Heisler builder’s photos. Bob Brown.

The Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes
Railroad and Predecessors, The Railroad,
Towns and Related Industries, Volume 7,
The Towns of Kingfield, Carrabassett and
Bigelow, by Jerry DeVos, 2022. Stonybrook
Press, 4168 Hearthstone Dr., Sarasota, FL
34238, 941/882-4516, JDEVOS99@aol.
com. Hardcover, illus., 281 pages, $70.00
plus $7.00 shipping, PayPal accepted.

This is the 7th in Jerry DeVos’ monu-
mental series on the 2-foot gauge Sandy
River and Rangeley Lakes
Railroad and its predecessors. It is
organized geographically by milepost just
like the preceding 6 volumes. The Table
of Contents begins with a Dedication,
followed by a Preface & Acknowledg-
ments, Organization, Author’s Comments,
Corrections and Additions to Volumes
5 and 6, and a chapter on the Origins of
the Franklin & Megantic and Kingfield &
Dead River Railroads. Then it discusses
Kingfield.

After a brief history of Kingfield, we
learn about coal sheds, water tanks, water
cranes, depots, freight stations, industries,
people, spool factory, three stall engine
house, and see photos of the parade
celebrating Kingfield’s Centennial. There
are also prototype plans for a wood and
a steel turntable. There is a list of employ-
ees who once kept Kingfield moving with
photos and a description of the Great
Race of 1905. The sawmills and novelty
mills in the area are described one by one,
with many photos.

The second section starts with a brief
history and reorganization of the King-
field & Dead River Railroad,
followed by a description of the railroad
milepost by milepost. The sawmills
and bridges are shown along with a draw-
ing of the Salem stream bridge. Again,

accidents are shown and

discussed and there are maps and an
aerial view of the area with details called
out. Each crossing is called out and some
drawings of bridge improvements are
included.

The third and last section of the book
covers Jerusalem Township and is the
longest and most detailed section. Again,
after a brief history of the
area we learn about the water tanks, sid-
ings, sheds, spurs, sluices, camps and see
sketches for a bridge improvement, and
again read about accidents along the line.
The section house, trainman’s house, and
depot, throughout its history, are covered
along with the engine house, sidings and
wye including track plans over the years,
and a great aerial view with callouts of the
various details.

One section discusses operations
between milepost 24 to 30 and has
plans for modifications to the Huston
Brook Bridge. One surprise to me was
the description of a siding used by the
S.D. Warren Paper Company of Portland,
Maine. The company'’s 2-foot gauge paper
plant railroad has always been a favorite
of mine and was the subject of a special
issue of Finelines many years ago. | was in-
terested to see the company had its own
siding for pulpwood at milepost 29. There
are numerous photos of crews returning
Forney #6 and her train to the
track after she took a dive down an em-
bankment.

The book ends with a Bibliography
and Index. It is printed on high quality
paper and includes many previously
unpublished photos. | like the way the
people of the area are shown riding the
trains, taking photos of them, or working
on the railroad. One especially delightful
image shows Mary Prescott, a young girl
serving as a Station Agent complete with
cap badge, and the snapshot of two chil-
dren sitting quietly enduring a snapshot
in front of a steel bridge with stone piers.

It's hard to describe this fact-filled
book, there is just so much. If you are a
2-foot historian or modeler, make sure
you add this book to your library.

Bob Brown.

GAZETTE



YOU
TUBE
VIDEO

Layout Tour

| had the pleasure of having
John Abatecola and his wife, Cydney,
of TSG Multimedia video my layout
recently. They were also helped by
Dave Adams. | was pleased with the
result and feel it really shows off my
modeling and my layout.

You can watch the video by going
to TSG Multimedia You Tube and
scrolling down to Tuolumne Forks.
On3 Layout Tour With Bob Brown. |
hope you enjoy the tour. Bob Brown.

T -

Steam ...
it’s the real
Qi thing!

LIVE-STEAM
NARROW
GAUGE
MODELING

Formarethan
20 yoars, Stoam in the Gar-
den has covered Gauge
One and 0 Gauge fve-steam model railrading six
times & yaar in a quality magazineg with in-depth
sionies, aquipment reviews and plenty of coverage
of live-steam events. Now, a new web site includes
web-only articles, photos, videos, back issues, a
"Swap Shop” and a digital edition (plus other ad-
vanced features), 5o Steam m the Gardan gives
even more detailed narmow-gauge live steam infor-
mation than ever. Take your narrow-gauge model-
ing to the next step: start operating in live steam.
ﬁwmwwmam_t:#mwhgﬂyf
{607) 642-8119
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Manufacturers’ Catalog Archive is a new series of hooks from SilverLake Images. We will be releasing new hooks
every month, created from rare historical documents on a variety of railroad topics.

Book 26:
General Motors
Electro-Motive Division
Volume 1

$35.00 each

postpaid within US -
e o

OUR COLLECTION:

Book 1: Jordan Spreader and Russell Snow Plow Railway Electrification Volume 1 New Haven

Book 2: Browning Locomotive Cranes, Volume 1: 1917 Industrial Brownhoist Corp Volume 1 Locomotive Cranes

Book 3: Budd Passenger ars X Alco Locomotives Volume 1

Eoolﬁ ! Eropemeé & Plants of Bethleher? Steel Corporation: 1925 Bucyrus-Erie Company Vol. 2
00k 5: ucyrus-Erie Company Volume -Motive Divisi

Book 6: Min% Locomotive% 09’ Ironton & General Electric Co. %%Tﬁ?,ﬂ‘ﬁ?éﬁﬂ?ﬁ,‘;‘; Move Duicibell

Book 7: Roberts and Schaefer Co. Representative Work- Westinghouse-Equipped Locomotives Vol. 1:

Book 8: Heislléroﬁ?)gn(?%‘é?i\%%a\l}g u;lgqt's e e i i

' Becicdk Ficos cromotes Pojy Haciicalon il 2t Ol o i

Booﬁ 0 '(I;rolley go;lach%s(\:lolume 1: Westinghouse r Cars Vol. 1 Bethiehem Steel & Pressed Steel Car
0ok 10: regq Railroad Cars ol I >

Book 11: Ve Locomotivas Volume 1: Gasoline Locomotives General Electric Diesel-Electric Locomofives

mniz e el oy e Bung o Femor ey o U ¢ MrEnet e
00k 13: mouth Locomotives Volume g ; o

Book 14: Bgyer-Garran Articulated Locomotives : Atlas Electric Locomotives

Book 15: Okio Locomotive Crane Company Volume 1 : Railroad Cranes ]

Eook 9: Lima LOICF? Wgrllfs Volur{]e 1 Super-Power Steam Locos : j:i%g;llfgcmﬂggeso\gn%oﬁ\?:sr% :-?talggéges
00k 17: ngersol-Rand Locomotives F - Loco

Book 18: Bzg]dwi,n-Westinghquse Volume 1 Electric Locomotives Lakewood Cars Industrial Cars & Factoy Trucks

Book 19: Browning Locomotive Cranes Volume 2 Plymouth Locomotives Vol 2

Book 20: .K. Porter Locomotives , Davenport Locomotive Works Vol 1

Book 21: Pressed Steel Car Company Volume 1 Freight Cars St. Louis Car Company City Cars

P.0. BOX 714, HARRISON, NY 10528 * ronsbooks @aol.com
(914)967-7541 11AM to 10PM EST FAX (914)967-7492 24HR
Dealer Inquiries Welcome.

All orders U.S. funds only. NY &CT res. add sales tax. Print name, address and ghone. Credit card users add card number, CVC
code & expiration date. Allow 4 weeks delivery. All foreign orders sent airmail and billed accordingly. Checks payable to Ron’s Books.

r ~

How-to Book i "h“W‘dvmm s and i
STYRENE  SIYBEME iopEijyp

MODELING s §.
& ]

Romn’s Books

www.ronsbooks.com

(=g -] [

=

88 pages of
time-saving tips
and techniques

ﬁv BFSI‘EE" scale mode; )

visit us at www.evergreenscalemodels.com
Toll Free (877) 376-9099
\ o /EvergreenScaleModels ‘

BWie .t-Sicle oo

10 x 14” giclee - edition 50- $130 postpaid
www.rrart.com - johnacokerart.com

o W N UHNDER

Great narrow gauge is not jusf down under...

Narrow Gauge Downunder magazing specialises in narow gauge raitways of all
typas, for prototvps enthuslosts and expenenced modal bulldars.

Eoch quarterdy full-colour bsue featuraes finescale layout tours;
practical modelling techniques and projects; detailed protolvpe
information and product reviews.

Wa cover the whole word of namow gauge, rom sugar cane
T light ralbacrys, and NETOMNC Narcw gauge in Australia, Asia, the
United States, Europe and beyond

Cur goal is To inspire you with gredt nancw gauge kyauls, new
ideas from keading modellars, detailed plans and practical
projects for modaling. Subscribe online at our welbsite for your
armnall copy each quarter: Just SABD (-USS50) annually.

whwr ngou.com.ou
mail@ngdu.com.au
PO Box 587, Aireys Inlet Vic 3231, Australia
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ANDSHUBTLII\IE

DVDSseT

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS

Windows: Windows XP, Vista, 7, 8 or 10

7964 — 2077

e « 2.33 GHz or faster x86-compatible processor or Intel Atom 1.6 GHz or faster processor for Netbooks
%ﬁﬁ m +1GBRAM « DVD-ROM drive
5 o L + 1152 x 864 minimum screen resolution (1280 x 720 recommended) /~ N\
i e F’m #wmlieotion « 2 GB of hard drive space for basic install #* ATTENTION APPLE MAC USERS:
! wresaarn [ o] « 14 GB of hard drive space for full install The latest release of the Mac Operating System, OS
L L 10.15.1 Catalina, is not compatible with the Gazette
{ Mac: Mac OS X v10.6,10.7,10.8 or 10.11. Does not run on 10.15.1.* DVD Archive. Apple no longer supports 32-bit ap-
: « Intel Core Duo or faster processor plications. There are no plans to issue a 64-bit ver-
|‘ +1GBRAM + DVD-ROM drive sion of the Archive, so don’t order it unless you have
i +1152 x 864 minimum screen resolution (1280 x 720 recommended) R acunninslanioidey OS’. LR W OLE R
- N g fine on Windows PC operating systems.
H + 2 GB of hard drive space for basic install
+ 14 GB of hard drive space for full install. \ 4

-~ BOOKS

from
BENCHMARK
PUBLICATIONS

To order, contact:

HAYDEN CONSULTING
call: 505/466-4970

(9-5 Mountain Time, M-F)

orvisit Www.bobhayden.com
(Paypal accepted)

Dealer Inquiries Welcome

or send this form with your payment to: Hayden Consulting, 7 South Hijo de Dios, Santa Fe, NM 87508

PAYMENT OPTIONS

PLEASE SEND BOOK(S)/DVD TO:

[[] Check or money order made payable to Hayden Consulting.

[] Visa [] Mastercard [ Discover [] American Express

Card number

Exp Date Security Code

Name

Street address,

City

Signature

State. Zip code

\.

([ AVAILABLE BOOKS/DVD PRICE + P&H INUS. AMOUNT )
L] Steel Rails & Silver Dreams. 183 PAES. . ..« . v ettt et $49.95 + $8.00P&H $
L1 The Pacific Coast Railway — Central California’s Premier Narrow Gauge. 296 pages. .. ... ... $60.95 + $8.00 P&H $
['I' More Up Clear Creek on the Narrow Gauge. 302 PageS. . . .. ...o.veuniininninaeaeaenne. $63.95 + $8.00P&H $
['1 HO NG Railroad You Can Build. 65 Dages. ..............c.ouiuiuiiiiiiiiiiniinaiinn.. $20.00 + $8.00P&H $
(1 Extra Narrow Gauge JUnction. 225 PAGES. . ... ..o e ettt $59.95 + $8.00 P&H $
[] DVD: Narrow Gauge and Short Line GAZETTE 50-year collection — 1964-2014. 2 discs. . ... $139.95 + $6.00 P&H $
Due to skyrocketing postal rate increases, we can no longer ship outside the U.S. TOTAL AMOUNT: $




NEXT ISSUE PREVIEW

AN O SCALE STAMP MILL ||
IN THE GARDEN

BY WILLIAM LANGLEY-COOK

MODELING AN
HO SCALE IRON ORE
STEAM EXCAVATOR

BY JERRY LAUCHLE, MMR

s Rallro 2 MAKE THE

aock £7'4 e WU RO )  QITCH!
F ',.A . ; m‘ q . $34 /¢ 405
I 3
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NARROW GAUGE
AND SHORT LINE

GAZETTE

SUBSCRIPTIONS,
RENEWALS, and
ADDRESS CHANGES

Make checks payable in U.S. funds
to White River Productions.
We also accept Credit Card

and PayPal orders.
MAILING ADDRESS:

NG & SL GAZETTE
White River Productions -
Subscriptions
P.O.Box 48
Bucklin, MO 64631

IN U.S.A. PHONE:
877-787-2467

INTERNATIONAL PHONE:
660-695-4433

FAX:
660-695-4423

E-MAIL:
subs@whiteriverproductions.com

PAYPAL:
shop.whiteriverproductions.com

SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEM?

Send your face sheet or renewal notice
and as much information as possible.

You will miss issues of the GAZETTE if
you fail to renew your subscription on
time!
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43rd National Narrow Gauge Convention

Denver, Colorado
"4 Mile szh and 3-Foot Wide”

S e D

4314 National
NARROW GAUGE
Convention

Crowne Plaza

Denver Airport Convention Center
Aug. 30-Sept. 2, 2023

@ 60,000 Sq Feet of Vendor & Modular Layout Display Space
@ Over 100 Clinic Sessions
@ Layout tours from Colorado Springs to Greeley

@ Railroad Attractions including: Forney Transportation Museum,
Colorado Railroad Museum, Colorado Model Railroad Museum (Greeley), South
Park Rail Society (Como), Georgetown Loop, Tiny Town, Pikes Peak Cog Railway,
Royal Gorge Route Railroad, Cripple Creek and Victor Narrow Gauge Railroad,
Leadville, Colorado and Southern Railroad, Moffat Road Railroad Museum (Granby),
Ridgway Railroad Museum, Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad AND the Durango &
Silverton Railroad. In addition to, of course, Amtrak to and from Denver.

@ Actual Brick & Mortar Hobby Shops
@ [000s of Dining, Entertainment & Cultural Experiences in
and around the Mile High City

_C) You Want More?
We Have It

in Denver!

See you in 2023

Contact Information:

USPS
1737 W Mountain Maple Ave,
Littleton, CO 80129

Email
2023nngc@gmail.com

Facebook
https://fb.me/2023NNGCCommittee

43nngcdenver.com




Something Old, Something New..™

** Actually, in realty, these prototypes are ALL old/

The "0LD” - Available now: The Espee Perlite "Hoppers™.. As repurposed from Carter Brothers Boxcars..
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Among the many unique pieces of rolling stock to ply the rails of the "Espee’s” Owens Valley norrow gauge
line were eight Perlite "covered hoppers®.. Of these MNos, 9, 72, 73, and 74 were converted by the
Owenyo shop crew in 1957 from 28 foot box cars, rated at 10 tons copacity, that were originally built by
the Carter Brothers Car Shops in Newark, California..

Our kits #R-31.16 or R31.20 (The 16 and 20 denote carside grab iron lengths..)

The "NEW"..
We haven't forgotten about you
timber beasts out there either/
We've been developing a
heavy duty set of
PC&F disconnects
along with their
proper link and pin
couplers for those who want
to delve into serious cpera-
tions of what it was like for
those who loaded and made
up those strings of bogies..

Of course, these models
will be injection molded in a rugged plas-
tic material..

Two styles of Brass Links, along with Brass cou-
plers will be availble.. And Steel Pins will be avail-
able for easy removal and replacement using a pen-
<il magnet..

The "NEW" oo...

They say o coboose is the exclamation mark of a
train, so too, we'll end our ad with an exclamation
point of perhaps one of the most famous logging
crummies of her day: The WSLCo shorty ca-
boose..

What logging operation could be considered com-
plete without at least one of these to “bring up
the rear™

Check out our web site for more info and updates on these and other future pec‘rs.-'
We're P-B-L... This is the kind of stuff we do/ P-B-L # P.0. Box 769 # Ukiah, CA 95482 « 707-462-7680 # 707-380-5999




